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July 2017 

Dear Friends: 

 On behalf of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Karyn and I 
welcome you to Littleton High school for the Annual Vision-Aid 
Celebration. 

Vision-Aid has made it its mission to empower blind and low-
vision students with the resources to prosper and live fulfilling lives. As a 
result of their tremendous passion for helping others Indian dance, Sri 
Madurai R. Muralidaran and his talented performers have come together 
to produce “Charmer, Warrior, Guide,” a story of overcoming ones 
challenges with courage, faith, and friendship. 

We extend our deepest gratitude to all of the attendees this 
evening for supporting this organization and we hope you enjoy the 
show! 

Sincerely, 

CHARLES D. BAKER 
GOVERNOR 

KARYN E. POLITO LIEUTENANT 
GOVERNOR 

The Vision-Aid Directors
Thank you for your support

Puran Dang Advisory Board Chair
Syed Ali Rizvi President
Dr. Bharti Gangwani, MD Board Member
Parameswar Garimella Board Member/Past President
Ujwala Phene Board Member
Dr. Aparna Raghuram Board Member
Ramakrishna Raju Founder &Executive Director
Revathy Ramakrishna Co-founder &Vice-President
Ravi Rastogi Board Member
Ali Sirohiwala Board Member
Rita Vachani Board Member
Sudhir Varma Treasurer
Santosh Vempala Board Member

Vision-Aid thanks the Chief Guests 

Vandana & Vivek Sharma

Thank you to our Platinum Sponsors

Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare

Turkish Airlines

Anuradha & Prashanth Palakurthi

Revathy Ramakrishna & Ramakrishna Raju

Pratima & Venkat Srinivasan

Thank you to our Diamond Sponsors
Geeta & Kamesh Aiyer

Sushil Tuli & Leader Bank
Kamlesh & Puran Dang

Nirmala & Paramesh Garimella
Ranga Geetha

Jeyanthi & Kanth Ghatraju
Pravin Gill (Herb Chambers BMW of Sudbury)

Ramani Foundation
Virginia & Subu Kota

Ujwala & Kaustubha Phene
Lakshmi & Purnanand Sarma

Nalini & Raj Sharma
Roza & Santosh Vempala

Thank you to our Gold Sponsors
Dr. Deeba Husain, Syed Ali Rizvi & SPS Alfachem

Geeta Kannan, Sudha & Sundar Balasuryan 

Vidya & Narain Bhatia

Prameela, Sulochana & Srinivas Devadas

Dr. Mukunda & Siva Dogiparthi (Sterling Smiles)

Parul & Neeraj Kumar

Radha & K. G. Narayana

Sanjay Thakkar (New York Life)

Revathi & Sasi Pillai 

Namita & Santhana Krishnan

Vijay Raj ( RIIM Inc.)

Ranjani & Anil Saigal

Dr. Aparna Raghuram & Srivatsan Satyamurthy

Rita & Sushil Vachani

Dr. Saritha Venkatesh & Venkatachalam Arumugam

Vision-Aid is honored to be Harvard Pilgrim 
Healthcare’s Count Us In Community Partner 

Vision-Aid is profoundly grateful to Harvard 
Pilgrim Health Care (HPHC) for generously 
supporting Vision-Aid initiatives. HPHC is helping 
Vision-Aid scale new heights in bringing light into 
the lives of those who suffer from blindness and 
low vision.

 Thanks to HPHC’s support, Vision-Aid is launching 
several new programs in 2017, including computer 
programming and spoken English classes for the 
visually impaired and sponsoring the Boston 
Accessibility Conference on Oct. 7th, 2017. 

For more details, please see Page #7
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Choreography and Production
Vision-Aid is delighted to present its most brilliant production yet - Charmer, Warrior, Guide, a Broadway-style mega dance production, 
with the rich and vibrant choreography by the renowned producer, Madurai R Muralidaran who has meticulously woven together the 
lyrics, music and entire dance sequence to create this breathtaking production, starring over 70 artists.

Charmer, Warrior, Guide brings to life the childhood of Krishna, an avatar of Lord Vishnu, who was born on earth to overcome the selfish, 
heartless and tyrannical vices of human nature as exemplified by the wicked King Kamsa.  Krishna the Charmer wins our hearts with his 
adorable antics; Krishna the Warrior gives us courage through his fearless heroics and Krishna the Guide inspires us to be better selves with 
his penetrating wisdom.

The Wedding Prophecy
King Kamsa, a merciless tyrant who is feared by all his subjects 
rules from his capital in Mathura.  He seized power by imprisoning 
his own father Ugrasena. Kamsa adores his younger sister Devaki, 
and arranges for her to wed the Yadhava king Vasudeva.  After the 
wedding celebrations, Kamsa himself escorts the newlywed couple 
in his chariot.  However, the ride comes to an abrupt halt when a 
heavenly voice prophecies that the eighth child born to Devaki and 
Vasudeva will be the instrument of Kamsa’s death.  Fearful for his 
life, Kamsa tries to kill Devaki.  When Vasudeva intervenes, Kamsa 
imprisons the couple.

A Miraculous Birth
After years in captivity, Devaki gives birth to her eight child.  She 
and Vasudeva hold the baby boy briefly, dreading Kamsa’s arrival 
when he would kill the child as he has killed the previous seven 
babies!  Miraculously, the chains on Vasudeva’s ankles shatter and 
the prison gates are thrown open.  Vasudeva secrets the baby away.  
When he approaches the Yamuna river that he must cross to en-
ter the village of Gokulam, the waters miraculously part and Lord 
Vishnu’s divine snake Adi Sesha appears to assure Vasudeva’s safe 
crossing.  Vasudeva soundlessly enters Gokulam at night, leaving 
his baby with his sister-in-law Yashoda, and taking her baby back 
to the prison.  Kamsa tries to kill this switched baby, but she trans-
forms into Goddess Kali and informs Kamsa that his true nemesis 
is still alive.

An Astonishing Baby Boy
Not knowing that their baby has actually been spirited into their 
home by Vasudeva, Yashoda and her husband Nanda celebrate 
the birth of their baby, named Krishna, who even in infancy mes-
merizes the entire village.  Meanwhile, Kamsa enlists the aid of the 
demoness Boothana, to kill all the newborns in the vicinity.  Bo-
othana, disguised as a new mother who has lost her own child, begs 
to nurse baby Krishna.  Her plan to poison the feeding baby goes 
awry when instead she dies in the attempt.  The baby is miraculous-
ly unharmed.

Krishna the Charmer: Mischievous and Miraculous
As Krishna grows up in the village of Gokulam, he enlists his 
friends to help him carry out his mischief, and then charms his 
mother Yashoda to wiggle his way out of trouble.  He steals butter 
to eat with his friends.  He charms the village with his beautiful flute 
playing.  He eats dirt and when his mother Yashoda orders him 
to open his mouth, she is wonderstruck to see the entire universe 
contained in his mouth.
As he grows older, he relentlessly plays pranks on the village wom-

en, who complain to Yashoda.  Krishna’s mother ties him to a mor-
tar as punishment, but he crawls away with the heavy load, uproot-
ing two trees in the process.  The trees transform back into Lord 
Kubera’s two sons, cursed by Sage Narada to be imprisoned as trees 
until liberated by Krishna.  The village is charmed by their little 
Krishna, who is clearly a divine child.

Krishna the Charmer: Tender and Teasing
As Krishna grows older, he is beloved by all the gopis, the young 
village girls.  He is particularly beloved by Radha, whose pining 
for Krishna is a metaphor for our spiritual seeking of grace and 
enlightenment.

Krishna the Warrior: Beguiling and Brave
The gopis’ bliss in Krishna’s presence is expressed through their 
joyful raas leela dances.  Their frolicking is interrupted by a tragic 
attack on children by the poisonous snake Kalinga.  Krishna revives 
the victims and then defeats Kalinga, dancing victoriously atop the 
snake’s hood.

Krishna the Guide:  Prudent and Protective
Every year, the villagers of Gokulam hold a festival to honor Indra, 
the lord of the skies.  Krishna, however, advises that this year the 
villagers instead honor the Govardhana Mountain, which provides 
shelter and sustenance for the villagers’ daily lives.  Enraged, Lord 
Indra sends down a torrential downpour, threatening to flood the 
village.  Krishna raises Govardhana Mountain on his little finger, 
providing shelter for the entire village until Indra’s rage subsides.

A Prophecy Fulfilled
Krishna’s true origins are revealed when he attends a contest held at 
King Kamsa’s court.  Kamsa first tries to defeat Krishna with court 
wrestlers and a fighting elephant, and finally attacks Krishna him-
self.  Krishna easily defeats the arrogant and heartless king destined 
to be destroyed by this young avatar of Lord Vishnu.  Krishna re-
stores his grandfather Ugrasena to the throne at Mathura.

Krishna and the Great War 
Krishna will go on to be the omniscient guide who helps the 
good prevail over the forces of envy, greed and deceit during the 
Kurukshetra war described in the famous epic Mahabharata.  
Krishna saves the Pandavas’ wife Draupadi from humiliation and 
reveals his divine form to the Prince Arjuna while guiding him to 
fulfill his duty through the difficult challenges of the terrible battle.  
Krishna is a charmer with his endearing ways, a fearless warrior 
protecting the good, and a wise guide who illuminates the path to 
eternal truth.

Concept, Choreography, Music & Direction

Madurai R. Muralidharan is a 
wellknown performing dancer, 
dance-guru, composer, and mu-
sician, who has composed over 
120 varnams, produced several 
dance dramas, composed Push-
panjalis, Alarippus, Mallaris, 
Varnams & Thillanas in all 35 
thalams & Jathiswarams in all 72 
Melakarta ragas unprecedent-
ed in the field of Bharatha Nat-
yam. His musical compositions, 
over the years have travelled the 
length and the breadth of the world. In Boston, he is ably assisted 
by Co-Producers Jeyanthi, Sujatha and SriPriya.

Kavyalakshmi Muralidaran, a child prodigy and completed her 
arangetram when she was 8 under the guidance of her parents, 
Gurus Madurai R Muralidaran & Smt.Chitra Muralidaran. She 
has toured all over the world and given solo and group perfor-
mances apart from performing at premiere dance festivals and 
prominent sabhas in India. She majored in Visual Communica-
tions in Chennai and feels honored to participate in Vision-Aid’s 
Production
Narration 

Ranjani Saigal, the director of the Eastern Rhythms dance school 
in Burlington,MA. Her students have won National Awards. She 
has received wide acclaim for her productions on DNA, Ramaya-
na & Savitri. She is a co-founder of Lokvani.com, co-chair of TIE-
SE, Executive Director of Ekal Vidyalaya. She has co-produced 
several Vision-Aid productions since 2008.

Co-Producers

Jeyanthi Ghatraju, a Bharatanatyam dancer 
and choreographer with a mission to per-
form for charity, has been a Co-Producer of 
Vision-Aid dance productions since 2009. 
She offers Degree Programs in Performing 
Arts at her Natyajali dance school through 
her affiliation with Alagappa Performing 
Arts Academy. Several of her students from 
have performed their arangetrams. She was 
awarded the coveted US Presidential Gold 
Service Award in 2013 for her community service.

Sujatha Meyyappan,  an acclaimed 
Bharatanatyam Dancer, Choreographer 
and Artistic Director of  Kolam Academy 
of Dance in Tyngsboro & Andover, MA, has 
produced shows like BharathyNatyam, Shi-
voham, Kavi Nrithyam,  & Omkaram. She 
has participated and Co-Produced fund-
raisers for many charitable causes including 
Vision-Aid since 2009. She serves as the co-
chair of Tyngsboro Cultural Council and on 
the board of TMM.

Sripriya Natarajan Moorthy, the director of 
Abhinaya Natya Sala in Framingham, MA, 
has been actively involved in several Vi-
sion-Aid productions since 2010.  In 1999, 
she co-founded MIT Natya, one of the first 
collegiate Indian classical dance organiza-
tions in the nation.  She delights in cultivat-
ing a love of dance & dramatic storytelling in 
her students, nurturing their self-confidence 
and inspiring them to excel in of Bharatha 
Natyam. 
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Dance Teachers in the Production
Vision-Aid gratefully thanks the following accomplished Dance Teachers who 
provide their invaluable support to the Producer and Co-Producers in the show, 
taking time from their busy schedules to ensure the success of this mega produc-
tion.

Anandini Shekhar, Neha Parikh, Thenu Raajan, Vaijayanthi Gopalakrishnan, Hema 
Iyengar.  

Thanks to Media Partners - IACUS, IACNE, India New England News, Lokvani 
&  RadioMusicIndia.

Thanks to event Video & Photographers
Saravanan Meyyappan      www.facebook.com/kolamcreations

Jayakumar Sathyamoorthy     dazzle.smugmug.com/
Krish Velmurugan     www.facebook.com/KrispFotos/

By SriPriya Natarajan Moorthy
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BEST WISHES TO  
VISION-AID  

FROM AIF NEW ENGLAND  
CHAPTER

LEARNING AND MIGRATION PROGRAM (LAMP) | MARKET ALIGNED SKILLS TRAINING (MAST) |  

ABILITY-BASED LIVELIHOOD EMPOWERMENT (ABLE)  |  MATERNAL AND NEWBORN SURVIVAL INITIA-

TIVE (MANSI)  |  RICKSHAW SANGH  |  AIF WILLIAM J. CLINTON FELLOWSHIP FOR SERVICE IN INDIA 

www.aif .org

Catalyzing Social and Economic  
Change in India

i

 

Nethra Vidyalaya, Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh 

Vision-Aid is starting specialized computer training 
programs at Nethra Vidyalaya, a non-profit, which 
provides education for blind in India and is a part of 
the Jeeyar Educational Trust (JET).   Nethra Vidyalaya 
provides educational programs from primary level to high 
school, junior & senior college, where hundreds of blind 
students are being trained every year. Vision-Aid and 
Nethra will establish a new training facility where Nethra’s 
students can learn from Vision-Aid’s standardized 
computer curriculum as well as take advantage of Vision-
Aid’s specialized education in Computer Programming 
and Spoken English.

Shankara Netralaya, Chennai, Tamil Nadu

Vision-Aid is establishing a partnership with Shankara 
Netralaya to offer free assistive devices to non-paying 
(needy) patients in their low vision clinic at Chennai. The 
Vision-Aid Shankara Netralaya fund will provide free 
devices to hundreds of patients every month.

Exciting New Vision-Aid Initiatives In 2017

Computer Programming classes for the visually impaired: Our 
network of volunteers provides one-on-one mentoring to 
blind students. Some of our students have already reached 
advanced levels of proficiency, including gaining MIT 
certification via edX and have secured jobs. This exciting 
program holds a lot of potential to help visually impaired 
students scale new heights.

Spoken English classes for the visually impaired:  Starting in 
fall of 2017, free spoken English classes will be offered 
to visually impaired students all over India, via both our 
partner network and online classes. These classes have 
been specially designed by Vision-Aid to teach visually 
impaired students. We look forward to scaling this 
program which began as a pilot last year. 

Boston Accessibility Conference on October 7th 2017:  Vision-Aid 
is sponsoring the Boston Accessibility Conference to bring 
together experts from all around the world to discuss 
challenges and solutions in the space of accessibility 
at the IBM Innovation Center at Cambridge, MA. The 
conference will explore how technological advances can 
be applied to benefit the visually impaired.

Meet Vision-Aid’s New Partners (2017)

How you can help
•	 Make a  pledge

•	 Donate your vehicle

•	 Shop online for us at  
smile.amazon.com and iGive.
com

•	 Volunteer with us!

Visit www.VisionAid.org
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Vision-Aid programs at work in 2017 – Featured Partners

Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh  
(Vision-Aid programs started 2004)
Vision Aid Charitable Services Society (VACS) in Vizag is the flagship partner for Vi-
sion-Aid USA. It operates a center in Dwarkanagar, Visakhapatnam, offering 4 compre-
hensive courses in Computer Applications for the visually impaired. The Vizag team also 
offers training camps in surrounding blind schools and delivers online classes that are 
streamed to several remote locations. VACS also researches and assembles low cost as-
sistive devices and has won several national awards for its innovative inventions – the 
Camera Mouse, Camera Cat and Vision Wand.

Kolkata, West Bengal
(Vision-Aid programs started 2012)

Susrut Eye Foundation & Research Center, located in Salt Lake area of Kolkata, is a lead-
ing eye care provider in the city. Susrut offers state of the art services at an affordable 
cost to all sections of society and partners with Vision-Aid to offer low cost technology 
solutions to visually impaired patients.

Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh
(Vision-Aid programs started 2015)
The Ahmadi School for the Blind in Aligarh is one of India’s oldest blind schools, being 
established in 1927. The school already has a computer training lab. Vision-Aid provides 
free laptops to the blind students in the school and has provided free training to its teachers 
using it Train the Trainer program.

Mangalore, Karnataka
(Vision-Aid programs started 2013)

Seva Bharathi, a non-profit volunteer-driven service organization was set up in 1991 to 
help people in distress. Vision-Aid works with Seva Bharathi’s Roman & Catherine Lobo 
School for the Blind to offer computer training to school students as well as other local 
visually impaired residents in the area.

Kanyakumari, Tamil Nadu 
(Vision-Aid programs started 2015)
CADRE-India is a volunteer driven organization working in partnership with the rural 
poor of India in the southern tip of India –Kanyakumari. Starting in 2015, Vision-Aid sup-
ports computer training programs for visually impaired students through CADRE. 

Berhampur, Odisha  
(Vision-Aid programs started 2015)

Milton Charitable Foundation for The Visually Handicapped is a volunteer-driven, 
non-profit working for the welfare of the poor and down trodden, visually handicapped 
children and adults. Their center is located at Berhampur of Ganjam district Odisha.  
Starting in 2015, Vision-Aid began delivering courses in computer education to students 
at Milton School. Vision-Aid also supports vocational skills like candle making and in-
cense sticks for blind.



1110
Charmer
 Warrior

          Guide
The endearing story of Krishna

Charmer
 Warrior

          Guide
The endearing story of Krishna

With Best Compliments from 

7 Miriam Street, Lexington MA Phone: (781) 861-7350 / (781) 861-7351
Sunday to Thursday 11:30 AM to 10:00 PM, Kitchen closes at 9:30 PM
Friday to Saturday 11:30 AM to 10:30 PM, Kitchen closes at 10:00 PM

Royal Indian Bistro is a family owned restaurant and bar in the heart of Massachusetts 
serving authentic Indian cuisine in a pleasant, upbeat environment. We take great pride 
in delivering only the freshest ingredients and quality spices as would be done in a 
traditional Indian home.

We have worked hard to offer a menu that mixes both traditional and contemporary 
dishes, (both meat and vegetarian) available from mild to spicy and anywhere in 
between. We take special care of our vegetarian and vegan customers and offer gluten-
free foods whenever possible.

On behalf of Royal Indian Bistro, we invite you to try some of the best Indian cuisine in 
the Boston area!

http://www.bistroroyalindia.com

தமிழ் மக்கள் மன்றம் தங்கைள அன்புடன் வரேவற்கிறது

அருந்தமிழ் வளர்ப்ேபாம்!                                                      அறெநறி காப்ேபாம்!அருந்தமிழ் வளர்ப்ேபாம்!                                                      அறெநறி காப்ேபாம்!

தமி

ழ் 
மக்கள் மன்றம் 

TA
M

IL  MAKKAL  MAND
R

A
M

TMM-USA
Registered non-pro�t organization

 http://www.tmm-usa.org/

தமிழ் மக்கள் மன்றம்
Tamil Makkal Mandram

TMM Welcomes you all!

Tamil Makkal Mandram is proud to support Vision-Aid
Best wishes for the Grand Show of "Kamba Ramayanam" ( The Iconic Avatar )

Ladybird Handcrafts,
is a full service handmade 

greeting card studio
that prides itself on 

creating beautiful and 
humorous cards for all 

occasions

ladyb irdhandcraft .weeb ly .com

join us on :
www.facebook.com/ladybirdhandcrafts

Best Wishes for the grand success of the show  “Charmer, Warrior, Guide”
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Anandini Chandrasekhar, the daughter and disciple of “Bharata Kala 
Shreshta” Smt. Sudha Chandrasekhar, has also trained with Sri Ra-
jarajeshwari BharataNatya Kalamandir family. She has taught and 
performed with Nritya Sudha’s Hindu Temple Rhythms and the 
Vidyanjali Dance Troupe since 1994 and now teaches Bharatanat-
yam in Burlington & Newton, MA. She is also a singer/keyboardist 
with popular Bollywood band ‘Din Check’.

Neha Parikh, is an acclaimed  Bharatanatyam dancer, teacher, cho-
reographer and the Artistic director at Chidambaram Nritya kala 
Academy, founded in 2005. She did her Master’s in fine arts from 
Nalanda institute and performed extensively with them. Listed as a 
traditional artist in the NH State Counci, she has been an integral 
part of several fund raisers. She also teaches Mohiniattam and her 
students have won several awards.
 
Thenu Raajan is the creative director, choreographer and instructor 
of Apsaras Academy of Arts in Bellingham, MA. She has received 
accolades in India, Singapore and USA for her performances. She 
frequently performs for various charitable dance fundraisers in-
cluding Vision-Aid. In 2011, Thenu Raajan received the Excellence 
award from Lokvani e-magazine for being a dedicated dancer in the 
New England area. 

Vaijayanthi Gopalakrishnan, an Ayurveda physician by profession, is 
passionate about dance and choreography. She honed her Bharatan-
atyam technique under the able tutelage of Smt.Kala Ramesh Rao 
(Disciple of Smt.Rukmini Devi) and Smt.Nirmala Sai. She has per-
formed at various cultural events like the prestigious Mamallapu-
ram Dance Festival. An active member of North Andover Cultural 
Committee, she also teaches Bharatnatyam.

Hema Iyengar started learning dance at the age of 4 from various 
gurus like Radha Moorthy & Suchetha Chapekar. She is also learn-
ing from Madurai Muralidharan and has been spreading her art for 
over 15 years. She is a Co-Founder of Center for Arts and Wellness 
in Westboro,MA, with a  vision to provide the community with a 
wider array of classical & applied art classes as well as wellness re-
lated services under a single roof. 

Aarohi Darisi is a disciple of Ms. Neha Parikh at the Chidambaram 
Nritya Kala Academy. She has been learning Bharatanatyam and 
Carnatic music since she was 5 years old. A lover of visual arts, she 
has performed in many cultural events.

Adhithi Venkatesan, a rising Freshman at Nashua South High, has 
been learning Bharathanatyam from Guru Sujatha Meyyappan for 
past 6 years. She has participated in numerous Bharathanatyam & 
Bollywood performances and won at IANH,NEMA, KANE com-
petitions. She also learns Carnatic music and enjoys playing bas-
ketball. 

Aadya Gurjar, a 3rd grader at Pine Glen School, is learning 
Bharatanatyam from Guru Anandini Chandrasekhar. She enjoys 
dancing, playing piano, reading and performing in cultural events.

Aashna Diddee, a 6th grader at Westborough Mill Pond School, 
has been learning Bharatanatyam for the past 6 years from Hema 
Iyengar of Nritya-Anjali School of Dance.  She also learns piano, 
violin, Hindustani classical vocal, jazz dance and loves to read.

Abbinaya Narayanan, a 9th grader at the Moses Brown School in 
Providence, RI, has been learning Bharathanatyam in Apsaras 
Academy of  Arts, from her mother, Guru Thenu Raajan, for over 
8 years. An avid painter and pianist, she has performed in various 
temples and was part of the SEWA fundraiser in 2014.

Ananya Gurjar, a 10th grader at the Burlington High School, is 
learning Bharatanatyam from Guru Anandini Chandrasekhar. She 
participates in various cultural events. An avid painter and pho-
tographer, she also loves to read, travel, and volunteer for great 
causes. 

Ananya Venkatesan, a rising senior at Nashua High South, has been 
learning Bharathanatyam for 10 years from Ms. Neha Parikh and 
won many competitions at NEMA,IANH,KANE & NETS. She also 
loves music, teaches Bollywood dance, plays Volleyball does Girl 
Scout community service, and excited to participate for the  4th 
year in Vision-Aid productions. 

Anjanadevi Govindaraj, a rising 9th grader at Academy For Science 
and Design, has been learning Bharatanatyam and Mohiniyattam 
from Guru Sheethal Dwaraka of Sowparnika School of Dance. 
She also learns Carnatic music, Violin and is working towards her 
Arangetram in Dec.2017.

Aparna Shanmugam, a rising 8th grader and disciple of Guru Su-
jatha Meyyappan at Kolam Academy of Dance, has been learning 
Bharatanatyam for the past 7 years and has performed in various 
cultural events. She enjoys science, painting and is passionate about 
the performing arts.

Arya Gor has been learning Bharatanatyam for 9 years from Ms. 
Neha Parikh at the Chidambaram Nritya Kala Academy. She loves 
performing in cultural events and group dances. Arya will be a 
sophomore at Nashua High School South this fall.  

Chitanya Gopu, a recent graduate from Boston University, will be 
pursuing a Master’s degree in environmental engineering at Car-
negie Mellon University. She is Passionate about classical Indian 
dance, as well as bhangra and ballroom dancing. She gave her Bhar-
athaNatyam arangetram in 2013, under Smt. Sripriya Natarajan 
Moorthy of Abhinaya Natya Sala.  

Damini Singh, a freshman at Nashua High School South is a student 
of Ms. Neha Parikh of Chidambaram Nritya Kala Academy.  She 
has been learning Bharatanatyam for 8 years and enjoys perform-
ing at dance competitions. She has a passion for art and swimming 
too.

Disha Surajiwale, a rising freshman from Billerica, has been learn-
ing Bharatanatyam for the past 9 years from Guru Ranjani Saigal at 
the Eastern Rhythms dance school. Disha enjoys playing the violin, 
reading, and is a self-described connoisseur of interesting quotes.

Devika Nair, a rising sophomore in Nashua South, has been learn-
ing Bharatanatyam from Guru Sheethal Dwaraka at Sowparnika 
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School of Dance for over 9 years. She also learns Mohiniyattam 
and Carnatic music. Devika is working towards her arangetram in 
Dec. 2017.

Divya Iyer, a 9th grader at Bellingham High School, has been learn-
ing Bharatanatyam from Guru Thenu Raajan of Apsaras Academy 
of Arts for over 7 years. She is thrilled to take part in the Vision-Aid 
performance and believes this will be a very beneficial and reward-
ing experience. Divya is also a passionate musician and artist.   

Divyashri Prasath, a 6th grader, has been a student of Smt Jeyanthi 
Ghatraju since the age of 6. She has participated in many cultural 
& charity events. Divya has won distinctions in her London based 
Piano exams. She is also learning Carnatic music and Tennis.

Divya Vijayakumar, a 5th grader, has been learning bharatanat-
yam since 2012 under the guidance of Guru Sujatha Meyyappan 
of Kolam Academy of Dance, following in her sister Kavya’s foot-
steps. Her hobbies include reading fiction, swimming and outdoor 
activities.  

Gopika Nair, a 5th grader at Main Dunstable Elementary school, 
Nashua, has been learning Bharatanatyam from Guru Sheethal 
Dwaraka at Sowparnika School of Dance for over 4 years and per-
formed at a number of competitions. She also learns Carnatic mu-
sic. 

Hamsika Vedavinayagam, a 5th grader at Luther Conant elemen-
tary school, has been learning Bharathanatyam from Smt. Jeyan-

thi Ghataraju since age 6. She has participated in many cultural & 
charity events. She learns Carnatic music, violin, flute and plays 
basketball.

Jaswanthi Dogiparthi, a rising senior at Bishop Guertin High 
School, has completed her Arangetram in the summer of 2015 un-
der the tutelage of Smt. Sheethal Dwaraka. Jaswi has participated 
in Vision-Aid and several cultural events, following her passion for 
dance.

Janette Jerusal has been learning bharatanatyam for the past 8 years 
from Guru Sujatha Meyyappan of Kolam Academy of Dance. She 
has participated in several cultural non-profit charity events and 
enjoys playing basketball and piano.

Brochure Design & Photo:  Saravanan Meyyappan, KMC 
Videography:  Saravanan Meyyappan & Nara Narayanan , KMC 
 

Kolam Media Creations  
provides print design, pho-
tography and event videog-
raphy services for aranget-
rams, dance shows, cultural 
events and weddings. 
 

kolamcreations@gmail.com  |  603.557.6931
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Janani Chandran Elumalai, a high honors rising Freshman, has been 
learning Bharatnatyam for over 5 years from Smt. Veena Teli at Ta-
rangini Creations School of Dance. This is her first year participat-
ing in a Vision-Aid production. She enjoys music.

Jeyasakthi Kannan, has been learning bharatanatyam for over 8 
years. She is a disciple of Smt. Ranjani Saigal. This is her third year 
participating in Vision-Aid fundraisers. She has graduated from 
Marshall Simonds Middle School. 

Kaviya Vijayakumar, a rising Freshman,  has been learning bharatan-
atyam for the past 8 years under the guidance of Guru Sujatha Mey-
yappan of Kolam Academy of Dance. She likes participating in solo 
and group dance competitions. Her hobbies include music and art.

Nikita Minocha completed her Arangetram in Aug. 2013, under the 
tutelage of Guru Ranjani Saigal. She has participated in several Vi-
sion-Aid fundraisers and other cultural events to benefit the com-
munity. She is a rising junior at Boston University.

Nishi Manikandan, an 8th grader in Hopkinton Middle School, has 
been learning Bharatanatyam from Guru Thenu Raajan of Apsaras 
Academy of Arts for over 7 years. She is very excited for her first 
Vision-Aid performance. Nishi also enjoys drawing, cooking, and 
playing basketball.

Nithya Jonnavithula, a rising freshman, has been learning dance 
for the past 6 years, and currently learns from Smt. Jasmine Shah. 
Along with dance, Nithya enjoys competing in speech tournaments, 
writing, and drawing.

Poorva Bagchee, a rising sophomore at Ashland High School, has 
been learning Bharatanatyam from Smt. Sripriya Natarajan Moor-
thy at Abhinaya Natya Sala since 2015. She also trained with Smt. 
Parvatha Chidambaram for 6 years  and is excited to perform in her 
2nd Vision-Aid production. 

Priyanka Joshi, a sophomore at Algonquin Regional High School, 
learns dance from Smt. Sripriya Natarajan Moorthy at Abhinaya 
Natya Sala. She is very excited to be a part of Vision-Aid event and 
looks forward to growing her potential as a dancer through this 
production. 

Rianna Mukherjee, a sophomore at Algonquin Regional High 
School, learns dance from Smt. Sripriya Natarajan Moorthy at 
Abhinaya Natya Sala. She is excited to participate in her 2nd Vi-
sion-Aid production. 

Sangeetha Jayaprakash currently learns dance from Smt. Sripriya 
Natarajan Moorthy at Abhinaya Natya Sala.  She is excited to be a 
part of her first Vision-Aid production and is looking forward to 
improving her dancing abilities. She also loves painting and reading.

Shefali Bakre, a 11 year old, is not only fun-loving and kind, but 
also passionate about dance. She is learning Bharathanatyam under 
Guru Anandini Chandrasekhar and has performed dance in many 
cultural and charitable events. 

Shreya Nagri, a rising freshman at Nashua South, has been learn-
ing Bharatnatyam for over 8 years at the Chidambaram Nritya Kala 
Academy from Ms. Neha Parikh. She is excited about her first Vi-

sion-Aid production. She also enjoys singing, playing the piano and 
flute, science. 

Shriyaa Anandakumar has been learning Bharatanatyam from Guru 
Sujatha Meyyappan for over 5 years. She has also been learning Car-
natic Music and Violin. A creative person, she loves to draw, read, 
swim, outdoor sports and gardening.

Shweta Srivastava, a Software Engineer at Microsoft, is currently 
learning dance from Smt. Sripriya Natarajan Moorthy at Abhinaya 
Natya Sala. By participating in Vision-Aid event, she is fulfilling her 
passion for dance as well as stage performance.

Shrija Kumar, a budding 10 year old, has been learning Bharthanat-
yam from Smt. SriPriya Natarajan Moorty for past 4 years. She has 
been learning Carnatic music from Guru Annapoorna for past 5 
years. She is also an avid badminton player.

Srishti Srinath, a 4th grader, has been learning Bharatnatyam and 
Carnatic music since the age of 5. She loves to swim, play with her 
sister and do outdoor activities. She is excited to be a part of  the 
Vision-Aid production.

Smrithi Srinath, a 2nd grader, has been learning Bharatnatyam and 
Carnatic music just like her sister Srishti from the age of 5. She loves 
to play outdoor, swim and paint. She is also happy to be a part of the 
Vision-Aid production along with her sister.

Sneha Prakash, has been learning dance since age 7 as disciple un-
der her guru, Smt. Anu Surendran at the Layaa School of Perform-
ing Arts. She enjoys dancing, painting, reading, practicing karate, 
and spending time with her family. She will be a freshman at Nash-
ua South this fall.  

Tarika Sridhar is passionate about dance and has been learning 
Bharatanatyam under the guidance of her mother/guru Hema 
Iyengar since the age of 3. She learns Carnatic music and also loves 
gymnastics. She loves helping children in need. She has been per-
forming for many charitable organizations since the age of 5.

Vaidehi Moorthy, a rising 6th grader, has been pursuing Bharatha 
Natyam since the age of 4 under the guidance of Smt. Sripriya Nat-
arajan Moorthy.  This is her 4th time in a Vision-Aid dance produc-
tion- practice sessions are always her favorite time of the year.

Varshini Arumugam performed her Bharathanatyam Arangetram at 
the age of 12 under the tutelage of Smt. Veena Teli from Sharon, 
MA. She has passed her level 4 pre diploma in dance & performed 
at many events. In April 2017, she became a finalist in the Cleveland 
Thyagaraja Aradhana Festival. She also learns Carnatic music.

Viha Patel, a rising sophomore, has been learning Bharatanatyam 
from Guru Thenu Raajan of Apsaras Academy of Arts over the past 
7 years. She is very excited to take part in the Vision-Aid perfor-
mance. She also enjoys playing sports, reading and baking.

Yuvika Akkineni, a rising freshman at Nashua South, has been 
learning from Ms. Neha Parikh at the Chidambaram Nritya Kala 
Academy for over 7 years. She enjoys performing in various com-
petitions and is excited to perform in the Vision-Aid production.

Designer Dresses and Fresh Flowers also

NRIs Express

 Express

nrisexpress.com
www.facebook.com/NRIsExpress

 
 

 
v Navarathri Dolls (Papier Mache and    

Clay) 
v Music Books and Shruti Box 
v Religious items 
v Dance Backdrops and decorations for rent 
(Arangetrams etc.) 

Visit www.spatika.us 
Contact: 

Sunitha Srinath 
sunitha.srinath@gmail.com 

603-320-4727 
  

Weston Loan Group, LLC 
Peter E. DeLea 

Please call 781-264-8833 or email peter@wloangroup.com  

For a free mortgage rate quote! 

Weston Loan Group, LLC is a licensed mortgage broker in Massachusetts.  Weston Loan Group, LLC is 

committed to helping you find the right mortgage product for your needs. We understand that every 

borrower is different, and we offer a variety of products to meet your individual requirements.  We 

make the process of securing a mortgage simple and straightforward by offering you the latest in 

financial tools that enable you to make sound financial choices.  Give us a call today to discuss your 

options and start saving money! 

We can assist you on your next New Home Purchase or the Refinance of your home! 
 
We can arrange the right mortgage product for you: 

- Fixed Rate Mortgages for 30, 25, 20, 15, and 10 years (also any term such as 27 
year fixed) 

- Adjustable Rate Mortgages for 5/1, 7/1, 10/1 and a new 15/1 ARM 
- Home Equity Lines of Credit 

 
Weston Loan Group, LLC can also arrange mortgages for you with No Points & No Closing Costs.   
 
Please contact Peter E. DeLea MLO# 18755 today for details! 

781-264-8833 
peter@wloangroup.com 

Weston Loan Group, LLC currently arranges but does not make loans.   

Phone: 781-264-8833; Fax: 781-465-7700 – MA Broker License MB 1202 – NMLS 1202 
www.westonloangroup.com
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Services:
• Eyebrow Threading
• Facials
• Waxing
• Haircuts
• Manicure and Pedicure

630 Worcester Road
Framingham, MA 01702
Tel: (508) 879-0777

E-mail: nabinabeautysalon@gmail.com
Web: www.nabinasalon.com

269 Washington St.
Wellesley, MA 02481
Tel: (508) 250-8898
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Samita Mandelia, REALTOR®   
Cell: (781) 354-6644     
Email: samita.mandelia@nemoves.com   

www.lexingtonhomesrealtor.com 

Selling Results, Not Promises! 

25 Waltham Street 
Lexington, MA 

International Sterling  
Society Award Winner 
2015 & 2016                      

Add some spice to 
your event with a 
customized menu

by Masala Art

We invite you to enter a hidden world from
a bygone era, full of splendor & opulence.

For Inquiries, contact us:

Masala Art
990 Great Plain Ave.

Needham, MA 02492
Phone: 781. 449.4050

MASALA-ART.COM

Mehendi Events,
Weddings, 

Office Parties,
Baby Showers,

or any other 
type of

social event.

Catering That Goes 
Beyond.

With Best Compliments from

www.bybma.com www.findlexingtonhome.com

With Best Compliments from
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Transforming India - one village at a time.

 

Ekal Vidyalaya 
 www.ekal.org

Functional Literacy

Health & Hygiene
Education

Economic Development

Social & Women 
Empowerment

Support this
Largest Grassroot
Global Movement.

  

      Kindly donate generously @
www.ekal.org

$365 sponsors 1 Ekal school for a year
$5000 sponsors 1 village for lifetime

Ekal on Wheels - Taking digital literacy to villages

Four Cornerstones of “Ekal Abhiyan” 

“25 Years - 53,000 Schools - Over 10 Million Children (half of them girls) Educated”

National Office: 1712 Hwy. 6 South, Suite A, Houston, TX 77077   Phone: 1-855-EKAL-USA    Fax: (281) 668-5251   
      Ekal Vidyalaya Foundation of USA is a  501 (c) (3)   charitable organization - Tax ID 77-0554248

PM Modi, in  January 2016,  applauded
 Ekal Vidyalaya’s 50,000 plus school in 
rural and tribal areas, and in February 2016
commended it’s comprehensive village
development with minimal overhead.

Iconic CEO of ZEETV, 
Dr. Subhash Chandra
- New Chairman of  “Ekal Global”-
taking Ekal to New Zenith.

20 North Road. Bedford, MA 01730 

Ph: 781.538.5906 or 781.538.6025 or Fax: 781.538.6047 

www.holibedford.com    email: holibedford@gmail.com   

The festival of Holi is celebrated with color, with music and with dancing all day long. As the 

celebration winds down, the people go to homes and halls to feast on savory and sweet flavors that 

rival the colors and sounds and emotions of the festival. 

We will bring all those flavors and aromas to you in an atmosphere that is always festive and 

colorful. Come celebrate with us! 
Daily Lunch Buffet (All 7 Days) 

featuring appetizers, entrees, breads, 

salad, dessert, chutnies and chai. 

Time-11.30am to 3.00pm  

Price-11.95 + Tax  

Dinner Time-3pm to 10pm 

Separate Private Dining Room Available for Special Occasions! Available for Birthday 
party, Baby shower, Office party capacity: 35 to 40  

Holi Catering 

Choose from the wide selection of 
Indian dishes on our menu or make your 
special request to our chef! With 
complete cocktail, wine and beer 
service, Holi can assure your guests of 
the complete special event experience! 
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*To be eligible for Zeugma Reward Checking and Savings benefits, customers must fulfill the following 3 requirements on the Zeugma Reward Checking each month: receive a minimum of $1,200 
in direct deposits, enroll in eStatements, and have ten (10) debit transactions posted and cleared per month (excluding internal transfers). Eligible Zeugma Checking accounts will be reimbursed up 
to $15 per month in ATM surcharges assessed by other banks and will receive debit card cash rewards of 1% on “Qualifying Purchases” per month. “Qualifying Purchases” include signature purchase 
transactions only where the customer selects “credit” as the transaction type. The debit card cash back rewards and ATM surcharge refunds will be paid by the 15th day of the following month for 
the accounts that qualify in the current statement cycle. $10 minimum balance to open Zeugma Checking and $10 minimum balance to open Zeugma Savings and earn APY. No minimum balance 
required to be eligible. When you are eligible for Zeugma Checking benefits, then the interest paid on Zeugma Savings in the next statement cycle on balances of $50,000 or less is 2.03% with an 
annual percentage yield (APY) of 2.05%; an interest rate of 0.20% APY will be paid only for that portion of your daily balance that is greater than $50,000. The annual percentage yield (APY) for this 
tier will range from 0.20% to 2.05% depending on the balance in the account. If you do not qualify for the Zeugma Checking, you will be paid 0.10% annual percentage yield (APY) on your entire 
balance in the Zeugma Savings. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective as of 1/1/17. The initial rate on the account shall be tiered. Interest rates may vary after account opening. Bonuses and gifts 
are subject to IRS tax reporting requirements IRS 1099-INT. Checking accounts subject to an inactivity fee of $10.00 for each 90 day period in which there is no customer initiated activity. One account 
per household. Not eligible with Step Anywhere relationship.

®

781-646-3900     
www.leaderbank.com

Lender NMLS# 449250

EARN UP TO 

1% CASH BACK
on your debit card purchases*

on savings balances up to $50,000
2.05% APY*

NO ATM FEES
at any ATM, anywhere*

eugma
Reward Accounts

B.D. NAYAK ARCHITECTS
AWARD WINNING FIRM

TEL: 781.843.1002

Email:bdnayak911@gmail.com

WE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING DESIGN SERVICES:
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN FOR 
NEW CONSTRUCTION, RENOVATIONS, ADDITIONS, AND INTERIOR 
DESIGN

B.D. NAYAK,  PRESIDENT
M. ARCH (MIT), NCARB, FAIA, FIIA

CANTON, MA

HANOVER, MAGROTON, MA
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BMW of Sudbury

128 Boston Post Road, Rte. 20 
Sudbury, MA 01776 

(508) 903-5300 
bmwofsudbury.com

Pranav Gill 
General Manager 

pgill@herbchambers.com

• Only 15 minutes 
from Rte.128/I-95 
and the Mass Pike/
I-90! 

• Only 20 minutes 
from I-495!

CertiÞed



Harvard Pilgrim understands there’s more  
than one way to better health and well-being.

You will have assurance that your 
visiting international  family members 
can get the health care  they need with 
our new program.

Visiting Family 
Medical Care Coverage

For more  information
call 617-509-8015 or email 
easternharmony@harvardpilgrim.org

Count us in
to help you on your personal 
and unique path to wellness

Design : Kolam Media Creations
603.557.6931  kolamcreations@gmail.com


