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Gold Sponsors
Geeta & Kamesh Aiyer Dr. Salil Midha
Susan & Thomas Arul Dr. Neeru & Arun Oberoi
Sushil Tuli & Leader Bank Arshad Siddiqui, Paraza Pharma Inc. 
Arthi Baluchamy & Ulaganatha Boopathy Ujwala & Kaustubha Phene
Prameela, Sulochana & Srinivas Devadas Kathleen & Dhananjaya Rao
Mala & Amitabh Dugar Gautami & Venu Rao
Nirmala & Paramesh Garimella Dr. Aruna & Anupam Sachdev
Jeyanthi & Kanth Ghatraju Chetana & Dr. Harshad Sanghvi
Shivani & Pranav Gill Sonia & Jit Saxena
The Selhi Family Lakshmi & Purnanand Sarma
Sarita & Shiv Kapuria Dr. "Chuck" Charles Severance
Dr.(s) Bela & Vinay Kumar Neelam & Balbir Sihag

Sridevi & Giri Lingamarla Lalitha & Suresh Sriramulu
Satvir & Vinod Maudgal Rita & Sushil Vachani
Anjoo & Dr. Raman Mehra Shameer & Inderjit Virk

Chief Guests Grand Sponsors
Anuradha & Prashanth Palakurthi Meetu & Ram Gupta

Vandana & Vivek Sharma
Platinum Sponsors Pratima & Venkat Srinivasan
Virginia & Subu Kota Diamond Sponsors
Drs. Suraja and Debasish Roychowdhury Kamlesh & Puran Dang
Ranjani & Anil Saigal Veena & Pramod Handa
Aditi Shah Mariam & Dr. Badar Maskati & Loubaina Buxamusa

Revathy Ramakrishna & Ramakrishna Raju
Emerald Sponsor Nalini & Raj Sharma
Meena & Sundar Subramanyam Suzanne & Lalit Sudan

Ruby Sponsors Ruby Sponsors
Dr. Sudha Bolla & Bhaskar Edara Dr. Sabera Shah
Dr. Deeba Husain & Syed Ali Rizvi Rosa & Santosh Vempala
Dipika & Amar Sawhney

Thank you to all our sponsors 
Your support makes Vision-Aid’s work possible

Corporate Sponsors
Crossing Point Acupuncture Paraza Pharma Sanjay Thakkar & New York Life
Minuteman Group LLC Selhi Associates LLC, McDonalds Appleton Eye Associates
Harvard Pilgrim Health Care Herb Chambers - BMW of Sudbury Trigent
Leader Bank Sterling Smiles of Nashua Weston Loan Group LLC

SPS Alfachem
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Silver Sponsors
Swathi Kiran & Veera Anantha Anil Matta
Sonal & Shashank Bakre Manorama Choudhury & Bhaskar Panigrahi
Sudha & Sundar Balasuryan; Geeta Kannan Sonal & Nimesh Patel
Vidya & Narain Bhatia Revathi & Sasi Pillai
Anjana Bose Meena & Ravi Ramamurti
Vyajanti & Narender Chhabra Drs. Kastoori Iyengar & Rangaprasad Sarangarajan

(In memory of late Smt.Kamala Chari )Stacy Kiran & William Crook
Carolyn Bitetti & T. Christopher Donnelly Dr. Aparna Raghuram & Srivatsan Sathyamurthy
Nilima & Samir Desai Geetanjali & Rajiv Sharma
Kanchan & Om Ganda Lovely & Manny Singh
Dr. Bharti & Kishore Gangwani Poonam Beesla & Parminder Singh
Ranga Geetha Kalpana & Dr. Balachundhar Subramaniam

Rita & Subhash Kakkar Jana & Dilip Subramanyam
Mrs. & Mr. Ashok C Khanna Lisa & Cary Sudan
Dr. Arun Kumar Krishnan Jagjit Singh Thiara

Vineeta & Ajay Kumar Dr. Rukmini & Dr. Vijay Kumar
Dr. Mukunda & Suva Dogiparthi Namita & Santhana Krishnan

Vision-Aid US Leadership Team
Chairman Board of Directors
Puran Dang Syed Ali Rizvi, President

Ramakrishna (Ram) Raju, Founder & Executive Director
Board of Advisors Revathy Ramakrishna, Co-Founder & Vice President
Nazish Agha Sudhir Verma, Treasurer
Cynthia Asmus Ujwala Phene, Assistant Treasurer
Dr. Loubaina Buxamusa Sonal Bakre
Ram Gupta Dr. Bharti Gangwani
Veena Handa Paramesh Garimella, Past President
Dr. Deeba Husain Vineeta Kumar
Dr. Suraja Menon Roychowdhury Dr. Aparna Raghuram
Dr. Sabera Shah Dr. Ramkumar Ramamirtham
Lalit Sudan Ravi Rastogi

Harjinder Kaur (Lovely Singh)
Council of Ambassadors Dr. Rita Vachani
Jeyanthi Ghatraju Dr. Santosh Vempala
Dr. Arun Kumar Krishnan

Dr. Sonal Patel

All the Directors and Officers listed work on a voluntary basis without compensation or personal benefit.

Our heartfelt thanks to the many artists who donated their incredibly colorful, expressive and beautiful paintings for the virtual auction 
to benefit Vision-Aid:
Poppy Charnalia, Priti Lathia, Gopika Narula, Sunanda Sahay, Mridula Satyamurti, Raksha Soni, Kavita Gohil, Geeta Jakkaraju, Richa 
Jhanjhari, Shalini Prasad, Sheetal Sarate, Prity Turkhia, and Kala Kumar.
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CHARLES D. BAKER                                                                                                                      KARYN E. POLITO 
     GOVERNOR  LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 
 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

STATE HOUSE BOSTON, MA 02133 
(617) 725-4000 

 
 

 
August 2020 

 
Dear Friends: 
 
 On behalf of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Lieutenant 
Governor Karyn Polito and I would like to welcome you to this year’s 
“virtual” Vision-Aid Celebration.  
 

Vision-Aid continues, year after year, to work relentlessly on behalf of 
the visually impaired. Vision-Aid’s dedication to the underserved in the 
Commonwealth is both inspiring and telling of its central mission to improve 
the lives of the visually impaired. This year, a group of sixty dance teachers 
and schools from across the Greater Boston area will be performing 
“Shakthi- The Essence of Empowered women”, produced by Sri Madurai R. 
Muralidaran.  

 
Lieutenant Governor Polito and I would like to thank all of those 

joining online for supporting this worthy cause. Together, we can improve 
the lives of the underserved. Enjoy the show!   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

   
   
 
 
 

CHARLES D. BAKER      KARYN E. POLITO 
       GOVERNOR                        LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 
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CROSSING POINT ACUPUNCTURE AND CHINESE 

HERBAL MEDICINE 
 

 
 

Are You Suffering From Vision Loss?  

*Macular Degeneration  *Diabetic Retinopathy  
*Glaucoma  *Retinitis Pigmentosa   *Dry Eyes, 
etc? 

I offer unique treatment strategies that combine Chinese medical 
ophthalmology and Acupuncture therapies to help your vision.  

NO needles in your eyes! 

Acupuncture can also help with pain, stress, allergies, depression, 
anxiety, digestion, insomnia, facial rejuvenation and general health 

and well-being 
 

Call now for a FREE 15 min consultation to find out how Chinese 
Medicine can help you with vision and other problems. 

 

Dr. Suraja Roychowdhury, Lic.Ac, Dipl. OM, Ph.D 
www.crossingpointacupuncture.com 

79 Laconia Street, Lexington,  
MA 02420 

Tel: 610 731 5030 
xpointacupuncture@gmail.com 
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HaPiness is having 
a partner along  
for the ride

Harvard Pilgrim Health Care is  
proud to support Shakthi - The  
Essence of Empowered Women.

harvardpilgrim.org
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Congratulations to Revathy Ramakrishna, 
Co-Founder of Vision-Aid, for being chosen as 

“The Woman of the Year 2019”

Sushil K. Tuli
President/CEO

www.leaderbank.com
781-646-3900

Lender NMLS# 449250

Thanks to the leadership team and volunteers 
for your dedication and commitment to enable 
those who suffer from vision related disabilities 

in under-served areas.
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McDonald’s  I’m Lovin’ It 
 
 
 

"IT'S OKAY TO DREAM" 
BEST WISHES TO THE VISION-AID ORGANIZATION OF NEW ENGLAND 

FROM VIJAY & CHERAG SELHI 

FRANCHISE OWNERS AT MCDONALD'S 
 

 
     “HERE WE’VE GROWN  AGAIN” 

549 - Roslindale 
SELHI FAMILY GROUP LLC 
718 American Legion Hwy. 
Roslindale, MA 02131 
Phone: (617) 323-7027 
 
684 - Dorchester 
SELHI ASSOCIATES LLC 
515 Gallivan Blvd. 
Dorchester, MA 02124 
Phone: (617) 282-0070 
 
736 - West Roxbury 
SELHI & SONS ASSOCIATE 1 LLC 
1650 VFW Pkwy.  
West Roxbury, MA 02132  
Phone: (617) 325-2709 

1720 - Boston 
SELHI & SONS ASSOCIATE 2 LLC 
146 Tremont St. 
Boston, MA 02111 
Phone: (617) 338-6026 

4845 - Hyde Park 
SELHI ASSOCIATES LLC 
1312 Hyde Park Ave. 
Hyde Park, MA 02136 
Phone: (617) 364-2299 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Store #6839 
SELHI & SONS ASSOCIATE 2 LLC 
360 Western Ave. 
Brighton, MA 02135 
Phone: (617) 787-2882 
 
7059 - Twin City 
SELHI & SONS ASSOCIATE 2 LLC 
14 McGrath Hwy. 
Somerville, MA 02143 
Phone: (617) 666-9666 
 
11528 - Roxbury 
SELHI ASSOCIATES LLC 
301 Warren St. 
Roxbury, MA 02119 
Phone: (617) 442-6698 

11729- South Station 
SELHI ASSOCIATES LLC 
650 Atlantic Ave. 
Boston, MA 02127 
Phone: (617) 261-1551 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13737- Dorchester 
SELHI ASSOCIATES LLC 
1513 Dorchester Ave. 
Dorchester, MA 02122 
Phone: (617) 288-3468 
 
14638 - Fresh Pond 
SELHI & SONS ASSOCIATE 1 LLC 
186 Alewife Brook Pkwy.  
Cambridge, MA 02138 
Phone: (617) 876-6509 
 
Store #15237 
SELHI & SONS ASSOCIATE 2 LLC 
870 Massachusetts Ave. 
Boston, MA 02188 
Phone: (617) 442-4329 

 
16599 - Codman 
SELHI ASSOCIATES LLC 
605-607 Washington St. 
Dorchester, MA 02124 
Phone: (617) 282-8146 
 
 
 
 
 

 
17463 - Egleston 
SELHI ASSOCIATES LLC 
3064 Washington St. 
Roxbury MA 02124 
Phone: (617) 442-0475 
 
17677 - Boston 
SELHI & SONS ASSOCIATE 1 LLC 
540 Commonwealth Ave. 
Boston, MA 02215 
Phone: (617) 867-9524 
 
Store #25115 
SELHI FAMILY GROUP LLC 
472 Broadway 
Chelsea, MA 02150 
Phone: (617) 889-2572 
 
Store #26788 
SELHI & SONS ASSOCIATE 1 LLC 
1223 Commonwealth Ave. 
Allston, MA 02134 
Phone: (617) 562-1313 
 
26934- Bus Terminal 
SELHI ASSOCIATES LLC 
750 Atlantic Ave. 
Boston, MA 02111 
Phone: (617) 261-3914 

 

The Selhi family would like to congratulate the Vision-Aid team, on working 
with such a noble cause. We are proud to support this brilliant organization. 



9



10

 

WESTON LOAN GROUP, LLC AND 
FAMILY PROUDLY SUPPORTING 
VISION AID.
 
Weston Loan Group, LLC is a licensed mortgage broker in Massachusetts.
Weston  Loan  Group,  LLC  is  committed  to  helping  you  find  the  right
mortgage product for your needs. We understand that every borrower is
different,  and  we  offer  a  variety  of  products  to  meet  your  individual
requirements. We make the process of securing a mortgage simple and
straightforward by offering you the  latest  in  financial  tools  that enable
you to make sound financial choices. Give us a call today to discuss your
options and start saving money! 

We arrange but do not make loans 

Peter DeLea 
____ 

Sr Mortgage 
Originator

____ 

Home Purchase 
____ 

Home Refinance 
____ 

Customer Service is 
my mission.  Please 
contact me today! 

WESTON LOAN GROUP, LLC 
781-264-8833 

peter@wloangroup.com 

www.peterdelea.com 

www.westonloangroup.com 

NMLS 18755 
NMLS MA Broker MB 1202 

 



11

www . t r i g e n t . c o m
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Pushpanjali - An offering of flowers to Shakthi

Pushpanjali - Composed by Shri Madurai R. Muralidaran in 
Ragam Hamsanadham & Talam Tisra Dhruvam

To set the energy of the mind; To save the energy of the body; 
To earn the energy from the almighty. To surrender to the 
supreme energy - All this and much more is the “Shakthi” 

Sri Saraswathi  - The Embodiment of Knowledge, Music, Art 
and Learning

Sri Saraswathi is a song in praise of the Goddess of Wisdom, 
Saraswathi, who is depicted as a beautiful woman dressed in 
pure white seated on a white lotus, symbolizing light, knowledge 
and truth, revered by Brahma the Creator, Vishnu the Preserver 
and Shiva the Destroyer.

Goddess Saraswathi’s four hands hold items with symbolic 
meaning — a book, a rosary or garland, a water pot and a musical 
instrument called Veena. The book she holds symbolizes the 
Vedas representing the divine, eternal, knowledge as well as all 
forms of learning. The rosary or garland of crystals, represents 
the power of meditation, inner reflection, and spirituality. The 
pot of water represents the purifying power to separate right 
from wrong, the clean from the unclean, and essential from the 
inessential. The Veena represents all creative arts and sciences 
and symbolizes knowledge that creates harmony.

 Sri Saraswathi - Composed by Shri Muthuswami Dikshitar in 
Ragam Arabhi & Talam Rupakam

Jathiswaram - The Pulsating Stream of Energy 

Jathiswaram is a pure dance piece that takes on the mood of the 
ragam in which it is set. The jathiswaram is often equated to the 
pulsating flow of a stream. No matter what obstacles come along 
the way, the flow might take a little diversion but will always 
come back and join the mainstream. The lyrical beauty of this 
music composition coupled with scintillating jathis and the 
choreography speaks to it all.

Jathiswaram - Composed by Shri Madurai R. Muralidaran in 
Ragam Pantuvarali & Talam Tisra Jathi Dhruvam

Ulla Kumaralgal  - The Irrepressible Spirit of a Young Maiden

During adolescence, there are a number of cognitive, 
emotional, physical and attitudinal changes that provide 
the basis for personality development. Teenagers are in an 
important transitional stage where they naturally try to break 
free from their parents and seek out new ways of doing things 
for themselves. They never worry about their choice of friends. 
These self-built relationships can actually help them develop 
skills such as empathy, sharing and leadership, and have a 
positive impact on them in terms of academic motivation and 
aspirations. Maintaining an open dialogue is important at this 
age and it is crucial that an adolescent be able to talk openly 
about their new experiences and concerns. A  a young maiden 
shares her thoughts and feelings about the changes in her body 
and mind and laments that no one from her family understands 
or empathizes with her. 

Ulla Kumaralgal- Composed by Shri Madurai R. Muralidaran 
in Ragam Nasika Bhushani & Talam Adi

Shakthi - The Essence of Empowered Women             
Choreographer and Producer : Madurai R. Muralidaran

Sakti [Shakthi] means “power”; in Hindu philosophy and theology sakti is understood to be the active dimension of the 
godhead, the divine power that underlies the godhead’s ability to create the world and to display itself. Within the totality 
of the godhead, sakti is the complementary pole of the divine tendency toward quiescence and stillness. It is quite common, 
furthermore, to identify sakti with a female being, a goddess, and to identify the other pole with her male consort.

 The term Shakthi refers to multiple ideas. Its general definition is dynamic energy that is responsible for creation, mainte-
nance, and destruction of the universe. It is identified as female energy because Shakthi is responsible for creation, as moth-
ers are responsible for birth. Without Shakthi, nothing in this universe would happen; she stimulates siva, which is passive 
energy in the form of consciousness, to create. Ardhanarishvara, a Hindu deity who is half male and half female, is an iconic 
representation of this idea. The deity is equally male and female, illustrating that the creation, maintenance, and destruction 
of the universe is dependent on both forces.

Shakthi also refers to the manifestations of this energy, namely goddesses. Some goddesses embody the destructive aspects of 
Shakthi, such as death, degeneration, and illness, while other goddesses embody the creative and auspicious powers of Shak-
thi, such as nature, the elements, music, art, dance, and prosperity. Shakthi may be personified as the gentle and benevolent 
Uma, consort of Shiva, or Kali, the terrifying force destroying evil, or Durga, the warrior who conquers forces that threaten 
the stability of the universe. Worshippers of Goddesses  often view their deity as the all-powerful Supreme Being, second not 
even to a male god. There are enduring goddess traditions all over India, especially in West Bengal and south India. Goddess-
es symbolising  various aspects of power very often predominate in village culture. Village men, women, and children, when 
they pray for immediate needs, address a female, not a male

Program
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Amma Kavithuvam - Ode to the Selfless Unconditional Love 
of a Mother

What can one say about the unconditional love of a mother 
towards a child? A mother is the epitome of selfless love and 
sacrifices and demonstrates with her every action the true 
meaning of love, compassion, and selflessness. The composer 
acknowledges the debt of gratitude one owes a mother by saying  

“Mother, my very first show of respect is to you who gave me the 
gift of birth into this world 

Even when you forgot to eat, you would feed me; even when you 
forgot to sleep, you would play with me; even when you forgot 
your own needs, you would comfort me and even if you forget 
this earth, you have never forgotten me, your child

For nine months you carried me in your womb, and with the 
purest affection you showered me with attention day and night; 
you nursed me with overflowing love, you rocked me to sleep 
with delight; you bathed me with care; you entertained me with 
joy.

All the world over, the word is the same: MA ; For each human, 
their first word is: MA And the only way to come up in the life 
is through the support of : MA 

Amma Kavithuvam Composed by Shri Muralidaran in Ragam 
Karnaranjani & Talam Adi. 

Shakthi Kavithuvam -  Universal Mother, Epitome of Energy

Shakthi is about the energy that makes every aspect of life 
happen. It summarizes the whole activity that is life as the play 
of Shakthi.  The lap where life flourishes is Shakthi.  Shakthi 
also enables us to break the bondages of karma and liberate 
ourselves. The state of being with no suffering is Shakthi. The 
state of awakening beyond sleep is Shakthi. When love matures 
and sweetens, it is Shakthi. The fullness and fulfillment of 
masculine is Shakthi. When the sweetness matures, that is 
Shakthi. The divine which resides in the thoughts is Shakthi. 
Whatever work comes before us is Shakthi. The state of mukti, 
the end, is Shakthi. The finger which stops downfall is Shakthi. 
The one who spans the whole expanse of sky is Shakthi. Her 
highness who eliminates karma is Shakthi. The inner flame 
which shines from within the heart is Shakthi.

Shakthi Kavithuvam Composed by Shri Muralidaran in Ragam 
Vasantha & Talam Sankeerana Matyam 

Varnam - The Essence of the Empowered Woman

“O, woman , stand with your head held high and win the world 
with your single-handed determination.” The powerful lyrics 
of this song affirm the ability of a woman to be emotionally 
strong under any circumstance.  These motivational words are 
addressed to the heroine by her friends, who instill confidence 
in her to meet the challenges of life.

O, woman, what disturbs you and why do you feel disillusioned?

Why do you suffer as if you have fallen into a furnace?

It’s high time that you realize you are indeed a great and worthy 
individual. Even should the mountains of your life crumble, 
there is no need for you to feel shattered.

Your worth is priceless.

As a young girl, you roamed about blissfully, and then you grew 
up to be an innocent teenager.  As a young maiden you entered 
and adorned the home of your husband, and you then became 
the loving and caring woman who reveled in motherhood.

Beyond all these roles, you act like a minister when advice is 
needed and serve as financial consultant when necessary. 

You take on all these myriad roles effortlessly, with your inner 
beauty and charm untouched. Never let the senseless behavior 
of others dishearten or humiliate you.  That is all the more 
reason to now stand with your head held high and conquer the 
world as an empowered woman.  

You are intelligent, prosperous and determined.  Others should 
fall at your feet.

O, woman! You are daughter, sister, wife and mother — in fact 
you are the mortal embodiment of Shakthi.

This piece is presented as a collaboration by the teachers and 
senior dancers.We hope that the message in this song reaches 
the heart of all the young women and girls we know, so that 
they approach their bright future with confidence and a sense 
of self-worth.

Varnam Composed by Shri Madurai R. Muralidaran in Ragam 
Aarabhi & Talam Sankeerna Jathi Triputa Thalam, a 13 beat 
cycle.

Thillana - Empowered Women Use Shakthi to Empower the 
Under Privileged

We conclude with a thillana, presented by danseuse Kavya 
Muralidharan along with some of our senior dancers.  This 
rhythmic piece includes a verse in praise of Shakthi in the 
form of Goddess Lakshmi, who grants physical, emotional and 
spiritual prosperity to the world.  May Shakthi empower each 
of us to help bring prosperity and peace to the world around us, 
and to empower the visually impaired to lead meaningful lives 
with independence and dignity.

Thillana Composed by Shri Madurai R. Muralidaran in Ragam 
Nalinakanthi, Talam Sankeerna Jathi Matyam

We are incredibly grateful to all these restaurants for 
supporting Vision-Aid’s work by offering to donate a 
portion of the sales generated by people buying gift 
certificates on Vision-Aid’s website:

Bollywood Grill Lexington, Clay Oven Lexington, 
Holi Bedford, Maharaja Cambridge, Masala Art 
Needham, Nirvana Cambridge, One World Cuisine 
Burlington, Royal India Bistro Lexington, Spice 
Box Lexington, Weltkuche Bistro Cambridge. 
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Concept, Choreography, Music & Direction
Madurai R. Muralidharan is a well 
known performing dancer, choreog-
rapher, composer, and musician, who 
has composed over 120 varnams, pro-
duced several dance dramas, composed 
Pushpanjalis, Alarippus, Jathiswarams, 
Mallaris, Varnams and Thillanas in all 
the 35 thalams and Jathiswarams in all 
72 Melakartha ragas, unprecedented in 
the field of Bharathanatyam. His mu-
sical compositions, over the years have 
travelled the length and breadth of the 
world.

Kavyalakshmi Muralidaran, a child prodi-
gy, completed her arangetram when she was 
8 under the guidance of her parents, Gurus 
Madurai R Muralidaran & Smt.Chitra Mu-
ralidaran. She has toured all over the world 
and given solo and group performances apart 
from performing at premiere dance festivals 
and prominent sabhas in India. She majored 
in Visual Communications in Chennai and 
feels honored to participate in Vision-Aid’s Production. 

Jeyanthi Ghatraju,  a Bharatanatyam dancer 
and choreographer with a mission to perform 
for charity, has been an Artistic Director of 
Vision-Aid productions since 2009. She offers 
online Certificate and Degree Programs in 
Performing Arts through her affiliation with 
Alagappa Performing Arts Academy through 
her dance school, Natyanjali, which celebrated 
its 25th Anniversary in 2019. She was award-
ed the coveted US Presidential Gold Service Award in 2013 and 
2018 for her community service and is a recipient of Massachu-
setts Cultural Council grants in 2019 and 2020

Sujatha Meyyappan is an acclaimed Bharatan-
atyam dancer, choreographer and Artistic Di-
rector of Kolam Academy of Dance in Tyngs-
boro, MA and Andover, MA. She has produced 
shows like Bharathy Natyam, Shivoham, Kavi 
Nrithyam, Venil Vizha, Omkaram and Velum 
Veikuzhalum. She has participated and co-pro-
duced fundraisers for many charitable causes 
including Vision-Aid since 2009. She is an ac-
tive member of Tyngsboro Cultural Council serving the com-
munity.

Sripriya Natarajan Moorthy, a dancer, teacher 
and choreographer, has been actively involved 
in Vision-Aid productions since 2010, and 
served as an Artistic Director for the past four 
years. In 1999, she co-founded MIT Natya, 
one of the first collegiate Indian classical dance 

organizations in the US! She pursues advanced training under 
Guru Madurai R. Muralidaran and is Founder Director of Abhi-
naya Natyashala in Framingham, MA.

Thenu Raajan, the creative director, choreographer and instruc-
tor of Apsaras Academy of Arts in Belling-
ham, MA, has received accolades in India, 
Singapore and USA for her performances. 
She frequently performs for various charita-
ble dance fundraisers including Vision-Aid. 
In 2011, Thenu Raajan received the Excel-
lence award from Lokvani e-magazine for 
being a dedicated dancer in the New England 
area. 

Marishakthi Muthuswamy, is the artistic di-
rector of the Bharatanatyam school, “Anvita 
Natyalaya” in Newton, MA, received training 
in Bharatanatyam from Guru Sri Kalaimam-
ani S.K.Kameswaran & Natya Tilakam Smt. 
Saroja Kameshwaran and has performed in 
many fundraisers, productions and temple 
festivals in India and in the US. 

Hema Iyengar, an acclaimed Bharatanat-
yam dancer, is the Founder of Nritya-Anjali 
School of Dance and Co-Founder of Center 
for Arts and Wellness in Westboro,MA, with 
a  vision to provide the community with a 
wider array of classical, applied art classes as 
well as wellness related services under a single 
roof. She works full time in a healthcare com-
pany, and has worked in Vision-Aid produc-
tions since 2009.

Dhanashree Karmakar is a Bharatanatyam 
teacher, dancer, choreographer, perform-
ing for the past 20 years. A full time Lead 
Montessori Teacher, she also founded Nrit-
ya Sadhana Bharatnatyam School of Dance 
www.dancedhanashree.com, to teach and 
preserve the heritage of Bharatnatyam. She 
has performed for several fund raising pro-
ductions, Diversity & Cultural programs or-
ganized by the Office of Mayor of Boston.

Adhithi Venkatesan, a rising senior at Nashua High School 
South, learns Bharatanatyam from Guru Sujatha Meyyappan 
and is an assistant teacher for the Kolam Academy of Dance. 
She has performed all over the New England Area, in temples 
and competitions and recently performed at the Dhimahi Fes-
tival in Chennai with her sister (Ananya) in 2018 organized by 
Guru Maduri R. Muralidharan. She is excited about her 5th Vi-
sion-Aid production!

Choreography and Production

Artistic Directors

Senior Dancers & Mentors 
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Ananya Venkatesan, a rising junior at the University of Mas-
sachusetts Amherst, learns Bharatanatyam from Guru Sujatha 
Meyyappan and is an assistant teacher for the Kolam Academy 
of Dance. In 2018, Ananya successfully completed a margam 
in the Kanda Matyam Talam with her sister (Adhithi) at the 
Dhimahi Festival in Chennai under the guidance of Madurai 
R. Muralidharan. She is excited about her 7th Vision-Aid pro-
duction!

Anjanadevi Govindaraj, a rising senior at Nashua High 
School North, has completed her Bharatanatyam & Mohini-
yattam arangetrams in 2017 with her Guru Sheetal Dwaraka. 
Post arangetram, she has been taking advanced lessons from 
Guru Jothi Raghavan at the Nrityanjali School of Dance and has 
been performing in her productions. Anjana has participated 
in national dance competitions and the Chennai music and arts 
festival. She is proud to perform in Murali Sir’s productions for 
Vision-Aid for the 5th year in a row!

Chitanya Gopu completed her Master’s degree at Carnegie 
Mellon University and is working in environmental engineer-
ing. She completed her arangetram in 2013 with Sripriya Na-
tarajan Moorthy and is now an assistant teacher at her dance 
school Abhinaya Natyashala. She has been involved with Vi-
sion-Aid productions since 2010, and is excited to be a part of 

the production as well as helping the younger dancers learn and 
improve. 

Neha Pillai is a recent graduate from the University of Mas-
sachusetts Amherst with a double major in Actuarial Science 
& Statistics. She completed her arangetram in 2012 under the 
guidance of  Guru Jeyanthi Ghatraju and obtained a certificate 
in Bharatanatyam from Alagappa Performing Arts Academy. 
She joined the Vision-Aid family in 2010 and is thrilled to be a 
part of the production this year. 

Priyanka Joshi, a rising sophomore at Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute, is pursuing a degree in biomedical engineering. She 
completed her arangetram in 2019 under Smt. Sripriya Nata-
rajan Moorthy’s tutelage, and is now an assistant teacher at the 
Abhinaya Natyashala. Priyanka is so excited to be working for 
the amazing cause of Vision-Aid since 2017 and loves helping 
the younger dancers with their pieces. 

Shilpa Narayanan, a recent graduate from the University of 
Connecticut with a double major in Biological Sciences & Psy-
chology, works in anesthesia clinical research at Beth Israel Dea-
coness Medical Center. She completed her arangetram in 2013 
and continues to learn from Guru Sujatha Meyyappan. Shilpa 
began her Vision-Aid journey in 2012 and has performed at 

 
Left to Right: Adhithi Venkatesan, Ananya Venkatesan, Anjanadevi Govindaraj, Chitanya Gopu, Neha Pillai, Priyanka Joshi, Shilpa Narayanan

With Best Compliments from

Bikram Yoga Burlington
 781-272-2129
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With Best Compliments from



17

Vision-Aid began its work with a modest set of services in 
one location in India in 2004 (In Vizag). By 2020, thanks 
to support from many donors and volunteers, programs 
now span across 11 different locations in India, offering 
a wide range of much needed services in some of India’s 
largest vision-care settings and blind schools with many 
of the beneficiaries being from the poorest segment of 
society. 

Vision-Aid has developed an innovative resource center 
model which can be implemented at scale, as more funding 
becomes available and we hope to keep expanding the 
network of resource centers in coming years, with your 
help and support.  

Our Mission

Vision-Aid’s mission is to enable, educate and empower 
the visually impaired to lead their lives with independence 
and dignity.

 
Our Vision

Vision-Aid’s vision is to facilitate the creation of a network 
of resource centers in every major eye hospital and blind 
school in India. (The leadership team fully realizes that the 
long-term vision outlined here is an ambitious one in terms 
of its scope and reach but with your support we will do it!)

Vision-Aid Programs at work across India

Vision-Aid programs at work in 2020 – Featured Partners
(for a full list please visit www.visionaid.org)

Visakhapatnam, Telangana   
(Vision-Aid programs started 2004)
Vision Aid Charitable Services Society (VACS) in Vizag is the flagship partner for Vi-
sion-Aid USA. It operates a center in Dwarkanagar, Visakhapatnam, offering 4 compre-
hensive courses in Computer Applications for the visually impaired. The Vizag team also 
offers training camps in surrounding blind schools and delivers online classes that are 
streamed to several remote locations. VACS also researches and assembles low cost as-
sistive devices and has won several national awards for its innovative inventions – the 
Camera Mouse, Camera Cat and Vision Wand. In 2019, VACS added a new residential 
scholarship program wherein visually impaired students can stay for six-months in a resi-
dential setting for deep skills training.

Chennai, India (Sankara Netralaya)
The Vision-Aid  Resource Center at Sankara Netralaya, Chennai was launched in 
December 2018, and is off to a flying start in both the low vision functions which 
operate inside the main Sankara Netralaya facility in Chennai, and a dedicated re-
source center in Shenoy Nagar which offers a range of comprehensive interventions. 

Vision-Aid’s innovative work and model, 
including low-cost assistive devices, have  
received National and International awards  
including:

2019 Woman of the Year award to Vision-Aid Co-
founder Revathy Ramakrishna
2019 Derek Bok Public Service award to Vision-Aid 
Founder Ramakrishna Raju
NASEOH BJ Modi Award
India NGO Award
NCPEDP Universalized Award
IIT Kharagpur Distinguished Service Award
Rockefeller Bellagio Award 
NASSCOM Finalist Award(s) 
DSIR TePP  Innovator Award
DSIR PRISM Innovator Award
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Vision-Aid programs at work in 2020 – Featured Partners

Agra, Uttar Pradesh  (Vision-Aid programs started 2018)
Vision-Aid started work in Agra with the Lui Braille Blind school, where a new computer 
center was installed, solar power was provided for the whole school and spoken English 
classes were taught. In 2020, Vision-Aid is setting up an independent resource center in 
collaboration with the Radha Swamy Blind School in Agra. The center will offer a range of 
comprehensive services to the visually impaired in the Agra-Mathura region. The center 
is generously supported with a grant from the Vivek and Vandana Sharma Foundation of 
MA, USA

Berhampur, Odisha  
(Vision-Aid programs started 2015)

Milton Charitable Foundation for The Visually Handicapped is a volunteer-driven, 
non-profit working for the welfare of the poor and down trodden, visually handi-
capped children and adults. Their center is located at Berhampur of Ganjam district 
Odisha.  Starting in 2015, Vision-Aid began delivering courses in computer education 
to students at Milton School. Vision-Aid also supports vocational skills like candle 
making and incense sticks making for the blind.

Madurai, Tamil Nadu (Aravind Eye Hospital)
In January 2019, Vision-Aid launched the Vision-Aid National Resource center for the vis-
ually impaired in the main campus of Aravind Eye Hospital, Madurai. Aravind is the world’s 
largest eye care provider, with a global reputation for providing highest quality care to the 
poorest segment of patients in a sustainable manner. The new national resource center has 
7 rooms and offers a wide range of interventions customized to visually impaired of all ages 
– from infants to seniors. 

Mangalore, Karnataka
(Vision-Aid programs started 2013)

Seva Bharathi, a non-profit volunteer-driven service organization was set up in 1991 
to help people in distress. Vision-Aid works with Seva Bharathi’s Roman & Catherine 
Lobo School for the Blind to offer computer training to school students as well as other 
local visually impaired residents in the area.

Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh 
(Vision-Aid programs started 2017)
Vision-Aid started specialized computer training programs at Nethra Vidyalaya, a non-prof-
it, which provides education for blind in India and is a part of the Jeeyar Educational Trust 
(JET). Nethra Vidyalaya provides educational programs from primary level to high school, 
junior & senior college, where hundreds of blind students are being trained every year. 
Vision-Aid and Nethra has established a new training facility where Nethra’s students 
learn from Vision-Aid’s standardized computer curriculum as well as take advantage of 
Vision-Aid’s specialized education in Computer Programming and Spoken English. 

A big thank you to Pranav Gill for donating a BMW Cruise 
Bike for the Virtual Auction to benefit Vision-Aid. 
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New Programs in 2020

Webinars
To mark the momentous global “Right to Sight” Vision 2020 initiative, Vision-Aid presented a unique, online “Best Practices” webi-
nar series in the spring and summer of 2020, focusing on several important topics in the field of Vision Impairment, Low Vision and 
Vision Rehabilitation. The webinar brought together experts from many locations around the world to offer best practices and share 
experiences in these different domains. When we started this series in March 2020, we had fewer than 25 registrations and by the end 
we had over 20 experts who shared their knowledge, and over 500 participants from 175+ different organizations and 15 countries 
who attended the series.

Digital Accessibility Testing (Program started in August 2019)
In summer 2019, Vision-Aid  launched a program to train visually impaired students from all over India, in the field of Accessibility 
Testing, through its online academy. This is a field which has the potential to help students find jobs in the IT sector in India, and 
demand for the course has been very strong. The first batch of students graduated in December 2019. As proof of the value of this 
training, the Digital Accessibility Testing Team already has a paid contract to conduct accessibility testing for a client’s website.  
Vision-Aid will be launching a new Digital Accessibility Testing Center in fall 2020. This center will offer a comprehensive range of 
resources for Digital Accessibility Testing, following leading international standards, trained and certified staff and state-of-the-art 
processes, technology and tools to deliver the highest quality results for our customers. The center will also offer employment to grad-
uates of Vision-Aid’s training programs.

Residential Scholarship program 
Vision-Aid is excited to announce a new initiative for under-privileged visually impaired students in 
India  – A scholarship created in the loving memory of  Dr. Badar and Mariam Maskati of Mumbai. The  
scholarship fund to cover all the costs for such students ( such as travel, technology needs, assistive 
devices, including a smartphone, board, lodging and training), to undergo extensive residential skills 
training for 6 months in the field of  Computer Applications, Mobile Technologies,  Coaching to help 
them succeed in Banking and Government sector exams and Spoken English/Soft Skills. The scholarship 
fund will enable, educate and empower the 10 selected visually impaired students starting in July this 
year. The scholarship awards are offered on a merit-cum-need basis. These scholarships are intended for 
visually impaired students from rural, semi-urban and under-privileged backgrounds that are likely to 

succeed in this rigorous training program and reach their full potential.  Initially, the target area is the greater Visakhapatnam (Vizag) 
region, but is likely to expand to other areas, where Vision-Aid operates centers.

Dr. R.S.Ayyar Vision-Aid  Resource Center at  CECF, Pune
Community Eye Care Foundation (CECF) of Pune is a large, well established NGO serving the eye care needs 
of a large segment of the community in the Pune and Western Maharashtra regions of India. In 2020, Vi-
sion-Aid will join forces with CECF to setup a state-of-the-art primary resource center with a range of valuable 
core programs from the Vision-Aid model for persons with vision related disabilities.  CECF will provide a 
dedicated space and qualified staff. Vision-Aid will provide CECF with the funding, equipment, devices and 
training and expertise to establish the first phase of a Vision-Aid Primary Resource Center at CECF . Work 
will begin in 2020, once the COVID pandemic has passed.  These programs will offer high quality, free and 
subsidized rehabilitation as well as devices for an estimated one thousand visually impaired persons in the first 
year alone.

Lachman Dass Gupta Vision-Aid  National Resource Center at  Shroff Eye Hospital, Delhi
The Shroff Eye care system is a powerhouse for eye care in the Delhi and Uttar Pradesh regions of India. In 2019, 
Vision-Aid joined forces with Shroff to set up a state-of-the-art National Resource Center with a comprehensive 
range of programs for persons with vision related disabilities.  Shroff is providing a dedicated space and qualified 
staff. Vision-Aid is providing Shroff with the funding, equipment, devices and training and expertise to establish 
the first phase of a Vision-Aid Tertiary-level National Resource Center at Shroff . Work started in late 2019, and 
will resume in 2020, once the COVID pandemic has passed.  These programs will offer high quality, free and 
subsidized rehabilitation as well as devices for an estimated one thousand visually impaired persons in the first 
year alone. This center is being established in the loving memory of Mr. Lachman Dass Gupta, by his children 
Ram and Meetu Gupta of Carlisle, MA, USA.
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 505 W Hollis St STE#113, NASHUA NH 03062
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With Best Compliments from



22

THE MAHARAJA
Royal Indian Cuisine

57 JFK St (Second Floor)

Cambridge, MA 02138

Located in the heart of Harvard Square with stunning floor to ceiling

windows overlooking bustling Harvard Square, The Maharaja is the

TOP-RATED Indian restaurant in New England.

Open 7 Days a Week

For more information and catering inquiries

Call (617) 547-2757 or visit maharajaboston.com
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Pushpanjali- An offering of flowers to Shakthi

Aanya Challuri is a rising 5th grader and a student of Guru Su-
jatha Meyyappan. She is very excited to be a part of her 1st Vi-
sion-Aid production. She was inspired to learn Bharatanatyam 
when she watched a Vision-Aid production 3 years ago.

Aarna Mahadevan, a rising 3rd grader, started learning 
Bharatanatyam at the age of 5 from Guru Sujatha Meyyappan. 
This will be her first year participating in a Vision-Aid produc-
tion and she is really excited to be part of it.

Anamika Nair, a 5th grader, has been learning Bharatanatyam 
for the past 4 years. A first timer with Vision-Aid, she is able 
to participate because the production is remote this year. She is 
thrilled for the opportunity, especially to pair with her cousin, 
Avantika.

Anika Nambiar, a 4th grader, has been learning Bharatanatyam 
from Guru Sripriya Natarajan Moorthy. Dance being her passion, 
she is delighted to participate in a Vision-Aid production and all 
the artists to support a noble cause for the 2nd year in a row. 
 
Avantika Nair, a 5th grader, has been learning Bharatanatyam 
from Guru Sripriya Moorthy for more than 5 years now. This is 
her first time with a Vision-Aid production and she is very excit-
ed to be part of the ensemble with her cousin, Anamika.

Kaiyal Kumaran is a rising 4th grader who enjoys and learns 
dance from Smt. Kalpana Balachundhar. She also loves tennis 

and singing and is very proud to participate in her 2nd Vi-
sion-Aid production.

Prisha Nambiar, a rising 6th grader at the Ashland Middle 
School, has been learning Bharatanatyam dance from Hema 
Iyengar of Nritya-Anjali School of Dance. She hopes to carry her 
enthusiasm into her 3rd Vision-Aid production. 

Sanvi Reddy has been learning Bharatanatyam for 3 years, with 
the recent 2 years under Guru Sripriya Natarajan Moorthy.This 
is her first year in a Vision-Aid production and she is very excit-
ed to be part of this group. 

Shivani Suraj, a 3rd grader, has been learning Bharatanatyam 
from Smt. Kalpana Balachundhar for 3 years. She also loves 
reading and drawing. She is so excited about participating in her 
2nd Vision-Aid production.

Sonal Setty, a rising 7th grader, has been learning Bharatanat-
yam from Kalpana Balachundhar. She also loves to sing, play the 
piano and the flute. She is very excited to be a part of a Vision-Aid 
production for the first time and to contribute to a great cause.

Sejal Shirole, a very artistic and creative 6th grader, was born 
to be a dancer. She has learnt ballet, hip-hop,and Bollywood 
dancing and now learns Bharatanatyam from Sripriya Natarajan 
Moorthy. She is very excited to be part of her first Vision-Aid 
production.

Sri Saraswathi- The Embodiment of Knowledge, Music, Art and Learning 

Aanya Challuri, Aarna Mahadevan, Anamika Nair, Anika Nambiar, Avantika Nair, Kaiyal Kumaran, Prisha Nambiar, Sanvi Reddy, Shivani 
Suraj,Sonal Setty, Sejal Shirole

Aarya Atale, a 6th grader from Lexington, is really passionate 
about dance and learns from Smt. Kalpana Balachundhar. Some 
of her other interests include art, swimming and animals. She 
has come a long way in the field of dance which is now an indis-
pensable part of her life. She’s looking forward to the Vision-Aid 
2020 performance!

Adhiti Hariram, a rising 6th grader, has been learning Bharatan-
atyam for 6 years - initially from Mrs. Neena Gulati and current-

ly from Smt. Kalpana Balachundhar. Singing is her other pas-
sion. She is very happy to be part of Vision-Aid’s production for 
the first time. 

Ashvitha Eyalarasan, a rising 7th grader from Lexington, learns 
Bharatanatyam from Smt. Kalpana Balachundhar of Chandra 
School of Dance. She is also a pianist, softball player and loves 
reading. She is very excited to be participating in her 2nd Vi-
sion-Aid production.

Top Left to Right: Aanya Challuri, Aarna Mahadevan, Anamika Nair, Anika 
Nambiar, Avantika Nair, Kaiyal Kumaran, Prisha Nambiar, Sanvi Reddy 

Botom Left to Right: Shivani Suraj,Sonal Setty, Sejal Shirole

Aarya Atale, Adhiti Hariram, Ashvitha Eyalarasan, Eesha Gangal, Gayatri Chaturvedi, Harini Jeyaraman, Katya Scaria,  
Kavya Krishnan, Siddhi Talekar
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Eesha Gangal, a rising 8th grader in Lexington, has been learn-
ing Bharatanatyam from Smt. Neena Gulati at the Triveni School 
Of Dance. She is excited to participate in her first Vision-Aid 
production and appreciates the opportunity to dance for a good 
cause.

Gayatri Chaturvedi, a prospective 8th grader, has been learning 
Bharatanatyam from Smt. Sripriya Natarajan Moorthy for over 6 
years and is excited to participate in her first Vision-Aid produc-
tion. She also enjoys Hindustani classical singing and horse-rid-
ing. 

Harini Jeyaraman, a rising 5th grader, has been learning 
Bharatanatyam from Smt Sujatha Meyyappan for the past 3 years.  
She is excited to participate in her first Vision-Aid event. Harini 
loves baking, painting, and gymnastics.

Katya Scaria, a rising sophomore at Framingham High School, 
has been learning Bharatanatyam from Smt. Sripriya Natarajan 
Moorthy for over 9 years. She is very excited to be participating 
in her first Vision-Aid production.

Kavya Krishnan, a rising 7th grader, has been learning Bharatan-
atyam from Smt. Kalpana Balachundhar for 6 years. She enjoys 
playing the piano and baking desserts. She is very excited to be 
part of a Vision-Aid production for the first time.

Siddhi Talekar  is a devoted Bharatanatyam student of Mrs. Nee-
na Gulati at the Triveni School of Dance for the past 6+ years. 
This rising grader is overjoyed to join a Vision-Aid production 
for the first time and dance for a cause.

Jathiswaram  - The Pulsating Stream of Energy 

Abhilasha Banka, a rising freshman at Lexington High School, 
has been learning dance for 8 years from Smt. Kalpana Bala-
chundhar. She also enjoys outdoor activities, baking and field 
hockey and is very excited to be participating in her 2nd Vi-
sion-Aid production.

Amal Balachundhur, a rising 6th grader in Lexington, learns 
dance from his mother, Smt. Kalpana Balachundhar. Amal is 
very passionate about music and arts.

Chetana Yella, a rising fifth grader, learns Bharatanatyam from 
Smt.Sujatha Meyyappan. This is her first time participating in a 
Vision-Aid production and she had an amazing experience with 
Murlidaran Sir & Kavya Murlidharan. She also loves to sing and 
read books.

Kaavya Kumaran, a rising freshman at Winchester High 
School, enjoys learning dance from Smt. Kalpana Balachundhar. 
She also loves volleyball and gymnastics and is very excited to be 
in her 2nd Vision-Aid production.

Praksitha Rajasekaran, a rising 8th grader at Benjamin Frank-
lin Classical Charter School, learns dance from Smt. Thenu Raa-

jan. She is also proud about placing 6th nationally in a French 
Contest and travelling to Calgary, Canada as part of a student 
conference.

Sheethal Udupa, a rising 6th grader, learns Bharatanatyam from 
Smt. Sripriya Natarajan Moorthy. She enjoys playing basketball 
& reading books. She has won several Math contest awards. She 
is excited about participating in her 1st Vision-Aid production. 

Sonia Lakshmanan, a 7th grader at Winchester High School, 
learns dance from Smt. Kalpana Balachundhar and enjoys per-
forming. Sonia has a Black Belt in Taekwondo, and leverages de-
manding physical training for Taekwondo to build stamina for 
dance.

Vaidehi Moorthy, a rising freshman, learns Bharatanatyam 
from Smt. Sripriya Natarajan Moorthy. She is grateful to partici-
pate in her 6th Vision-Aid production under Guru Muralidaran.

Viritha Reddy, a rising freshman, learns dance from Smt. 
Kalpana Balachundhar. This is her 2nd time performing in a Vi-
sion-Aid production. She also enjoys drawing and playing vol-
leyball

Ulla Kumarargal  - The Irrepressible Spirit of a Young Maiden

Abhilasha Banka, Amal Balachundhur, Chetana Yella, Kaavya Kumaran, Praksitha Rajasekaran, Sheethal Udupa, Sonia Lakshmanan, 
Vaidehi Moorthy, Viritha Reddy

Arya Swamy, Ashmita Boopathy,  Disha Surajiwale, Janya Utkarsh, Lara Scaria, Neha Rajesh, Nishi Manikandan, Shefali Bakre
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Arya Swamy, a rising junior at North Andover High School, has 
been a disciple of Smt. Jeyanthi Ghatraju for 11 years. She has 
also completed a certificate program in Bharatanatyam from Al-
agappa Performing Arts Academy.

Ashmita Boopathy, a rising eighth grader at Benjamin Franklin 
Classical Charter Public School, is a student of Smt. Thenu Raa-
jan. She is thankful to have this wonderful art in her life and this 
is her second year participating in a Vision-Aid production. She 
enjoys playing tennis and volleyball. 

Disha Surajiwale is a rising senior at Billerica Memorial High 
School, and has been learning Bharatanatyam from Guru Ranja-
ni Saigal for the past 13 years. This will be her 4th time perform-
ing in a Vision-Aid production.

Janya Utkarsh, a rising at Lexington High School, learns 
Bharatanatyam from Smt. Kalpana Balachundhar. She also en-
joys playing volleyball, participating in theatre, and singing. A 
member of an all-girls a cappella group and an honors chorus at 
her school, she is very excited about her first Vision-Aid produc-
tion and eager to help this great cause.

Lara Scaria, a recent graduate of Framingham High School, will 
be attending Brandeis University in the fall. She learns Bharatan-
atyam from Smt. Sripriya Natarajan Moorthy and is very excited 
to be participating in her first Vision-Aid production.

Neha Rajesh, a rising Sophomore at North Allegheny School, 
Pittsburgh PA, has been a disciple of Smt. Shobhitha Ravi for the 
past 7 years. She enjoys playing the flute and competing in track 
and field. She has performed in multiple dance events and is very 
excited to be participating in her 1st Vision-Aid production.

Nishi Manikandan, a rising senior at Hopkinton High School, 
has been learning Bharatanatyam from Smt. Thenu Raajan. She 
loves to cook and bake and also enjoys drawing and painting. She 
is very excited to participate in her 3rd Vision-Aid production!

Shefali Bakre, a rising freshman at Burlington High School, 
learns Bharatanatyam from Guru Anandini Chandrasekhar. She 
has performed in many cultural events and has won 1st place in 
the Natya Rana dance competition. She is also the reigning Miss 
India Teen Massachusetts, and a proud Vision-Aid ambassador, 
and avid supporter of this great cause. 

Amma Kavithuvam - Ode to the Selfless Unconditional Love of a Mother

Aashna Diddee, Adilakshmi Gollapudi, Anjanadevi Govindaraj, Archita Nemalikanti, Bhargavi Devarajan, Mihika Abraham, Nikita 
Minocha, Pooja Kawatkar, Shirin Bakre, Shivani Shah, Tarika Sridhar, Sijie Wang 
Aashna Diddee, a rising 10th grader at Westborough High 
School, learns Bharatanatyam from her teacher Hema Iyengar. 
She has also taken classes from Kavya Muralidharan and Shilpa 
Bhaskar. She is very thankful to have been a part of Vision-Aid 
productions for the past 4 years and is proud that she is able to 
help people through her dancing. 

Adilakshmi Gollapudi, a biotechnology graduate and mother 
of two little ones, has completed a Bharatanatyam course from 
Kalakshetra Institute, Chennai,India. She continues to learn 
from Smt.Sangeetha Prasanna. She is very passionate about 
teaching and has trained her students to participate in various 
cultural events. She also enjoys Indian folk and Bollywood style 
of dancing and has performed widely. She also enjoys learning 
Carnatic music.

Anjanadevi Govindaraj’s bio is available in the Senior Dancers 
and Mentors section.

Archita Nemalikanti, a rising junior at Hopkinton High 
School, learns Bharatanatyam from Guru Sripriya Natarajan 
Moorthy. She enjoys science research, participating in robotics, 

and playing the bansuri flute in her free time. She is very excited 
to participate in her 2nd Vision-Aid production. 

Bhargavi Devarajan, an Electrical Engineer and mother of 
two little ones, is performing after a hiatus of five years. She is 
currently a disciple of Smt. Sripriya Natarajan Moorthy and is 
thrilled to be participating in her first Vision-Aid production.

Mihika Abraham, a rising freshman at Northeastern University, 
learns Bharatanatyam from Guru Deepa Rajesh and completed 
her arangetram last year. She is so thankful for the opportunity 
to continue her dance education while supporting Vision-Aid. 
Mihika has also been teaching and choreographing Bollywood 
dance for the Performing Arts of New England since she was 14 
years old. 

Nikita Minocha graduated last year with a degree in Com-
munications and a minor in Hospitality Administration. She 
learnt Bharatanatyam from Guru Ranjani Saigal and did her 
arangetram in 2013, when she dedicated her performance to Vi-
sion-Aid. Nikita’s dance journey continued in college, where she 
was on Dheem, Boston University’s competitive classical dance 
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Brochure Design:  Kolam Media Creations 
 

Kolam Media Creations  provides print design, 
photography and event videography services for 
arangetrams, dance shows, weddings. 
Saravanan Meyyappan | 603-557-6931 
 kolamcreations@gmail.com  |  603.557.6931

Videography  & Photography:   
Krish Velmurugan | 617-438-3281   
  www.KrispFotos.com| @KrispFotos 

Anand Kavalapara | 617-309-0730 

 | www.AKAImagery.com | @AKAImagery   

Nara Narayanan | 978-413-3692 

  nara.narayanan@gmail.com 

 

Samita Mandelia, REALTOR®   
Cell: (781) 354-6644     
Email:  samita.mandelia@nemoves.com   

Website:  samitamandelia.com 

Excellence    Trust      Service 

1775 Mass. Ave. 
Lexington, MA 02420 

Samita Mandelia, Realtor®
is Proud to support 

serving the visually disadvantaged in under-served areas 

Vision-Aid

Cell: (781) 354-6644
Email: smandelia@gmail.com

Website: samitamandelia.com

Excellence . Trust . Service
Award Winner

With Best Compliments from

team. As a creative writer, she is fascinated by the power of words 
and their ability to inspire and invoke change. 

Pooja Kawatkar, a rising senior at Lexington High School, 
learns Indian classical dance from Guru Neena Gulati. She did 
her arangetram in 2018 and continues to dance at multiple char-
ity and cultural events. She also participates in different styvles 
of dance, like Bollywood and Bhangra. She is excited to be per-
forming in her first Vision-Aid production.

Shirin Bakre, a biomedical engineering student at Boston Uni-
versity, is an avid Bharatanatyam dancer and disciple of Smt. 
Ranjani Saigal. Shirin wants to raise awareness for good causes 
though her skills in this artform and thus funded a charity of her 
choice on the day of her arangetram, instead of receiving gifts. 
She has been dancing in Vision-Aid productions since she was 
12, and at 20 she still finds a great deal of joy dancing and helping 
to Enable, Educate and Empower the visually impaired. 

Shivani Shah, a rising senior at Newton North High School, 

has been learning Bharatanatyam from Guru Hema Iyengar and 
plans to complete her arangetram soon. An avid collaborator 
with charitable organizations, she is very grateful to be a part of 
Vision-Aid’s production. 

Tarika Sridhar, a rising Sophomore, is very passionate about 
Bharatanatyam. She has been learning from her mother Guru 
Hema Iyengar since she was 4 years old and is also taking ad-
vanced training from Kavya Muralidharan and Shilpa Bhaskar. 
Tarika has been a part of Vision-Aid productions since she was 
5 years old and is grateful to have been able to help Vision-Aid 
through her passion.

Sijie Wang is currently training in Kalakshetra style Bharatan-
atyam under Smt. Sangeetha Prasanna in Acton MA. She has 
studied with many famous teachers from India. She is a lover of 
dance and has studied many different dance forms. This is her 
first time participating in a Vision-Aid production after hearing 
great things about the annual event from her peers and her guru. 

Shakthi Kavithuvam  - Universal Mother, Epitome of Energy
Dancers - Adhithi Venkatesan, Ananya Venkatesan, Chitanya Gopu, Dhanashree Karmarkar, Jeyanthi Ghatraju, Mari Shakthi Mu-
thuswamy, Neha Pillai, Priyanka Joshi, Shilpa Narayanan, Sripriya Natarajan Moorthy, Suja Meyyappan, Thenu Raajan

Varnam  - The Essence of the Empowered Woman
Dancers - Aashna Diddee, Adhithi Venkatesan, Adilakshmi Gollapudi, Ananya Venkatesan, Anjanadevi Govindaraj, Arya Swamy, 
Chitanya Gopu, Dhanashree Karmarkar, Disha Surajiwale, Jeyanthi Ghatraju, Lara Scaria, Mari Shakthi Muthuswamy, Neha Pillai, 
Nikita Minocha, Nishi Manikandan, Pooja Kawatkar, Priyanka Joshi, Shilpa Narayanan, Shirin Bakre, Shivani Shah, Sripriya Natara-
jan Moorthy, Suja Meyyappan, Tarika Sridhar, Thenu Raajan

Thillana - Empowered Women Use Shakthi to Empower the Under Privileged
Dancers - Adithi Venkatesan, Ananya Venkatesan, Anjana Govindarajan, Chaitanya Gopu, Dhanashree Karmarkar, Kavya Murali-
daran, Jeyanthi Ghatraju, Priyanka Joshi
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20 North Road. Bedford, MA 01730  

Ph: 781.538.5906 or 781.538.6025 or Fax: 781.538.6047  

     www.holibedford.com    email: holibedford@gmail.com   

The festival of Holi is celebrated with color, with music and with dancing all day long. As the 

celebration winds down, the people go to homes and halls to feast on savory and sweet flavors that 

rival the colors and sounds and emotions of the festival.  

 
We will bring all those flavors and aromas to you in an atmosphere that is always festive and 

colorful. Come celebrate with us! 
Daily Lunch Buffet (All 7 Days) 

featuring appetizers, entrees, breads, salad, 
dessert, chutnies and chai. 
 

Time-11.30am to 3.00pm  

Price-11.95 + Tax  

Dinner Time-3pm to 10pm  

 

Separate Private Dining Room Available for Special Occasions! Available for Birthday 
party, Baby shower, Office party capacity: 35 to 40  

 

Holi Catering 

Choose from the wide selection of 
Indian dishes on our menu or make your 
special request to our chef! With 
complete cocktail, wine and beer 
service, Holi can assure your guests of 
the complete special event experience! 

With Best Compliments to Vision-Aid from 

1680 Massachusetts Ave, Cambridge, MA  Ph 617 441 5566

http://www.nirvanacambridge.com

EAT AND DREAM
Food From Ancient Wisdom

LET THE DELICIOUSNESS JUMP INTO THE MOUTH
Aromatic dishes cooked with several spices, notably saffron. Nirvana's mission statement is to satisfy the 
bodies, minds and souls of the people with flavors & tastes of food. Or in other words, to make everyone 
happy. Whatever your age is, you want to enjoy tasty food made with love, Nirvana is a place that will satisfy 
your appetite and help you connect with food influenced by ancient wisdom.
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With Best Compliments to Vision-Aid from 

7 Miriam Street, Lexington MA Phone: (781) 861-7350 / (781) 861-7351
Sunday to Thursday 11:30 AM to 09:30 PM, Online closes at 9:15 PM
Friday to Saturday   11:30 AM to 10:00 PM, Online closes at 09:30 PM

Royal Indian Bistro is a family owned restaurant and bar in the heart of Massachusetts 
serving authentic Indian cuisine in a pleasant, upbeat environment. We take great pride 
in delivering only the freshest ingredients and quality spices as would be done in a 
traditional Indian home.

We have worked hard to offer a menu that mixes both traditional and contemporary 
dishes, (both meat and vegetarian) available from mild to spicy and anywhere in 
between. We take special care of our vegetarian and vegan customers and offer gluten-
free foods whenever possible.

On behalf of Royal Indian Bistro, we invite you to try some of the best Indian cuisine in 
the Boston area!

http://www.bistroroyalindia.com

Gourmet India
Indian Catering at its Best

Bur l ington Mal l   |  75  M iddlesex Turnpike |  Bur l ington,  MA 01803 |  781-270-0200

We offer a delicious array of menu options 
and other services to satisfy the specific needs of your event

 

•   Complimentary consultations and tastings to guide you in selecting the menu most 
     appropriate for your guests
 
•    Attentive staff to work with hotel personnel to ensure your event runs smoothly
 
•    On-site tandoor for the freshest kabobs and baked breads
 
•    Ability to accommodate as many as 1,500 people

Wedding receptions, Mehendi celebrations, Sangeets, 
graduation parties, religious functions, business functions 

and other private get-togethers

Consider Gourmet India for your next business 
or social gathering: 

தமிழ் மக்கள் மன்றம் தங்கைள அன்புடன் வரேவற்கிறது

அருந்தமிழ் வளர்ப்ேபாம்!                                                      அறெநறி காப்ேபாம்!அருந்தமிழ் வளர்ப்ேபாம்!                                                      அறெநறி காப்ேபாம்!
தமி

ழ் 
மக்கள் மன்றம் 

TA
M

IL  MAKKAL  MAND
R

A
M

TMM-USA
Registered non-pro�t organization

 http://www.tmm-usa.org/

தமிழ் மக்கள் மன்றம்
Tamil Makkal Mandram

TMM Welcomes you all!

Tamil Makkal Mandram is proud to support Vision-Aid
Best wishes for the Grand Show of "Kamba Ramayanam" ( The Iconic Avatar )
தமிழ் மக்கள் மன்றம் தங்கைள அன்புடன் வரேவற்கிறது

அருந்தமிழ் வளர்ப்ேபாம்!                                                      அறெநறி காப்ேபாம்!அருந்தமிழ் வளர்ப்ேபாம்!                                                      அறெநறி காப்ேபாம்!
தமி

ழ் 
மக்கள் மன்றம் 
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TMM-USA
Registered non-pro�t organization

 http://www.tmm-usa.org/

தமிழ் மக்கள் மன்றம்
Tamil Makkal Mandram

TMM Welcomes you all!

Tamil Makkal Mandram is proud to support Vision-Aid
Best wishes for the Grand Show of "Kamba Ramayanam" ( The Iconic Avatar )

Best Wishes for the grand success of the show 
“Shakthi”
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WE FLY TO MORE COUNTRIES
THAN ANY OTHER AIRLINE

With Best Compliments from
 

Rakesh Soni & Aditi Soni 
(President, United India Assosciation of New England)
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BMW of Sudbury

128 Boston Post Road, Rte. 20 
Sudbury, MA 01776 

(508) 903-5300 
bmwofsudbury.com

Pranav Gill 
General Manager 

pgill@herbchambers.com

• Only 15 minutes 
from Rte.128/I-95 
and the Mass Pike/
I-90! 

• Only 20 minutes 
from I-495!

CertiÞed


